








In this new department the Father General will tell the readers 


of THe Lamp the many problems that confront him each month 








The Father General's 








Graymoor-in-dJapan 


JHAT are my problems? They ar 
Wit, problems of a Father with al- 
most two hundred spiritu il sons scattered 
throughout the world; these Friars are 
burdened with many cares and responsi- 
bilities which I must share. To my oftice 
each day, come letters from our mission- 
aries in Japan, Canada ind the United 
States. They tell of their progress work 
ing for the salvation of the souls of men 
They also tell me of their material needs 

a chapel —a school—a rectory —a school 
bus i statue a new roof, or a new 
motoreycle. 

Not one of our missions is selt-support 
ing, and, frankly, I prefer it that way 
Depending upon God's never-tailing Prov- 
idence from day to day, deepens one’s 
faith and love for God. For while it is 
true that God intended all created things 
to be used only as a means to our ulti 
mate end which is Himself, these crea- 
tures can lead us away from God if they 
are not wisely used. That is why St. Fran- 
cis chose poverty. He wanted to be de- 
tached from all things so that he could 
more fully possess God. The Poverty of 
Spirit of which Our Lord spoke, is es 
sentially detachment from the things of 
the world 


Many Other Needs 


ESIDES the letters I receive from our 

missionaries, others come from our No- 
vitiate and three houses of studies in which 
there are one hundred and twenty fine, 
worthy voung men studying for the Priest 
hood These house Ss also have THAN needs 

My first great concern is that Almighty 
God will continue to be pleased with the 
Society of the Atonement, sending down 
upon us in the future even greater bles- 
sings than we have been awarded with in 
the past This desire leads me to my 
second great concern and that is to see that 
our missionaries have material assistance 
to expand their work in mission fields 
ripe for the harvest of immortal souls 

I would prefer that our Friars at home 
be deprived ot ordinary necessities so that 
our missionaries abroad may bring souls 
to Christ. For we well understand the 
wisdom of Christ’s words—so strange and 
paradoxical to a Pagan world—that what 


happiness we sow in the 
souls of others, we reap in 
our own souls; that the seed 
must die to live and that 
by our sacrifices, personal 
immolation, tears and suf- 
fering, we shall taste the 
exquisite joy of knowing Christ's love. 
In this copy of THe Lamp, Father 
Eugene tells the story of our missionary 
labors in Japan It is my greatest clesire 
to finish the school he writes about. It is 
the second parochial NC hool nm the whok 
rt Japan 
A letter came from Father Peter, th 
regional superior of all our Japanese mis 
sions. In it he wrote 
The school, at present being about 
one-third of the entir building, has four 


Convert Superior 


' 

' 

} 

+ In the first contingent leaving for 
; Japan were two Japanese Friar 
+ Priests who as children attended 
| the mission of the Atonement in 
+ Vancouver, British Columbia. Later 
| under the guidance of the Sisters 
| they were received into the Catho- 
| lic Church, and later came to Gray- 
' moor to study for the priesthood. 
; One of these Japanese priests — 
Father Peter Baptist—is the 
; Regional Superior of all the Gray- 
: moor missions in Japan. 


classrooms. Of these, the two first floor 
rooms are in reality the library-assembly 
room and the infirmary which are called 
for by government regulation when the 
whole unit is comple te. At present, we are 
starting the first and second grade with a 
capacity of 48 students in each grade or 
96 students in all. When the next unit is 
added it will give three more classrooms 
upstairs and a teachers’ room, office, wait- 
ing room and principal’s room. ( Thes 
also are regulated by the government.) 
Thus, when this section is built, grades 
one through four, each having 48. stu- 
dents, will be open. The capacity of 
students will then be 192 students. When 
the final unit is built, this will add a 
final classroom and music room, plus 





A group of Graymoor Friars and the students of the new 





school, May Almighty God bless and multiply them 





Contributions to charity ar 
deductible from income tax 


Problems 


a place for lockers, et 

near the entrance. This will 
bring the total of class 
rooms to six cach with a 
capacity of 48 children 
which brings the total to 
288. The grammar schools 














in Japan are for six years instead of eight 
as in the States. After this, there are thre 
years of “middle school” and then high 
school, which we hope to complete in thi 
future. 

We need $15,000 which includes only 
the building cost without furnishings, 
tor the Sisters who will take over the ree- 
tory for the time being. We decided that 
they should come into the rectory. Fr. 
Valentine will move into one of the class 
rooms in the school. Brother Kicran will 
move down to the Monastery to sleep and 

at 

Sincerely and Obediently yours 

Fr. Perer Baptist, S.A. 





Father Valentine and his charges 


4 BRoud For Christ 


E shall need at least $60,000 to com- 

plete this project. W ill you pl ‘ase help 
me? Any offering, small or large, will be 
welcome and dee ply apprec iated I heard 
recently of a parish that was built and 
paid for by generous parishioners, who, 
not having the ready cash, exchanged one 
of their government bonds at the bank for 
one in the name of the Pastor. They found 
it a painless way of giving. In doing so, 
they bonded themselves to the very heart 
of Christ. 

The Communists make great personal 

and financial sacrifices for the devil's work 
in this world. I urge you then, not to be 
less ardent for the cause of Christ Who 
said: 
“Lay not up to yourselves treasures on 
earth: where the rust and moth consume 
and where thieves break through and 
steal, But lay up to yourselves treasures 
in heaven... for where thy treasure is, 
there is thy heart also.” 

Ever gratefully yours in Christ, 


Fath, lingebas shih. 
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THIS MONTH 
THE PRECIOUS BLOOD... Be- 


cause July is the month of the Pre 
cious Blood we are giving you Fr. 
Roger Mazerath’s article on that sub 
ject. Father Roger is no stranger to 
our pages. At present he is Rector 
of our Preparatory Seminary at Mion- 
tour Falls. Before that he took his 
degree in Sacred Theology at Ro..., 
after having taught in St. John’s Col 
lege at Graymoor. 


TAKE IT EASY... When the sum- 
mer comes everyone who owns one 
wants to take off in a car to get 
away for a weekend or just to cool 
off on a hot evening. Roads are 
overcrowded, people are hot and 
tired, drivers get careless, and acci 
dents occur. Last year 37,600 men, 
women, and children were killed by 
automobiles. Last year 2,090,000 
were injured by automobiles. Read 
those figures again slowly—thirty 
seven thousand, six hundred killed; 
two million, ninety thousand injured. 
That’s a lot of death and injury. 

These accidents were caused by 
driving mistakes of one kind or 
another. Most of them happened in 
good weather, with passenger cars 
in apparently good condition, going 
straight ahead. Excessive speed was 
far and away the most costly mis- 
take made in driving. Speed killed 
13,420 persons and injured nearly 
600,000. 

So when you get behind the wheel 
take it easy and keep your eyes 
open. Say a few prayers for a safe 
trip before you start out, but don't 
expect God to work miracles for 
careless and reckless drivers. 

For the figures above we are 
indebted to a little booklet entitled 
Who Me? published by the Travel- 
ers Insurance Companies, Hartford, 
Conn. You can get a free copy by 
writing to John G. O’Brien, Public 
Information Department, The Trav- 
elers, Hartford, Conn. 

THE SAMARITAN WOMAN... 
Our cover is again painted by 
the renowned Danish artist Carl 
Bloch. It depicts the meeting of Our 
Blessed Lord with the Samaritan 


Fr. Koger Mazerath 


woman at Jacob's Well. When Ou 
Lord asked this alien woman for a 
drink of water on a hot summer day 
she was rather surprised because 
the Jews and the Samaritans were 
racial enemies. Our Lord’s kindness 
prevailed upon her to rush down 
to the town and to announce to the 
people that she had met a great 
prophet, the Messiah so long ex- 
pected. 

The people came out and listened 
to the words of the Lord. Many be- 
lieved in Him and they asked Him 
to remain with them. Christ re- 
mained in Samaria for two days, 
preaching and teaching and brought 
many more to a knowledge of God's 
truth. 


READER'S RESPONSE...In_ this 
column some months ago we men- 
tioned that Brother Cyprian, one of 
our cooks, could make an excellent 
pizza and a crumb cake that would 
melt in your mouth. One of our 
readers took this up and wrote to 
Brother Cyprian asking for the re- 
cipes. Brother Cyprian was glad to 
oblige. 


CIRCULATION ... We haven't said 
much about it lately but our circu- 
lation is still rising, though very 
slowly. It would rise much more 
quickly if all of our present readers 
would remain on our list. May we 
make a strong plea to those of you 
whose subscriptions are about to 
expire to renew as promptly as you 
possibly can. With a bit of luck and 
a lot of help from you we should be 
able to attain our goal of 100,000 
subscribers by the end of this, our 
30lden Jubilee, year. And if every- 
one would try to get a few extra 
subscriptions for us that would really 
put us well over the top. 























Every Tuesday | 
A NEW 


St. Anthony 
NOVENA 





Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 


Ever since his canonization St. 
Anthony has been a favorite 
saint of miliions. His interest 
in man and his prompt help 
have made him loved by all. 


Every day we receive many 
petitions to be included in our 
perpetual novena. Many 
letters of thanksgiving for 
favors are received every day. 
Why not invoke 
SAINT ANTHONY 
in your need 


A NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY 
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Correspondence 








Bright Light 
Dear Father, 

After reading the letters concerning 
the 50th Anniversary of THe Lamp 
in the April issue I think my experi- 
ence would be of interest to your 
readers. 

About thirty years ago I received 
my first copy of THe Lamp. My name 
was evidently given by a subscriber. 
In 1927 when my eldest boy was 
about to graduate from our Parochial 
School he told me that he aspired to 
the Priesthood and that he and a fel- 
low graduate had made application to 
Graymoor. They had noticed that the 
ad for vocations stated that if the 
parents could not afford the full tui- 
tion fee this should not prevent aspir- 
ants from applying. In a few days 
they received a letter from Graymoor 
asking them if possible to come for 
an interview. 

My son’s companion’s father had 
died some years previously and_ his 
widowed mother asked me to take 
her Vincent along with my Vincent. 
We went to Graymoor. The boys were 
accepted and suitable financial ar 
rangements made. 

I am very happy to state that both 
boys persevered and today are Friar 
Priests of the Society of the Atone 
ment, 

Three years later my second son 
aspired to the Priesthood, was accept 
ed, and he too today is also a Friar 
Priest. 

Three years ago my fifth and sixth 
sons aspired to the Brotherhood. They 
were accepted and _ last June they 
received their habits and_ religious 
names and they expect to finish their 
noviceship when they will become 
Friar Brothers. 

The arrival of THe Lamp in my 
home certainly caused a Bright Light 
to shine in our family. 

I give my name not for publication 
but for identification. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


First Copy 
Dear Father, 

Just received the first copy of Tur 
Lamp, and so would like to read 
about Father Paul. In studying his 
picture its radiance gives a man a 
lift. Father Paul and his smile must 
have brightened many a dim corner 
on this foggy earth. 

I find Tue Lamp full from the holy 
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picture cover of the March edition 
to the rear page. Yes, full of the most 
interesting and delightful reading | 
have ever encountered. 

Thanking you ever so much. Please 
pray for me. I live in a desolate 
country. 

George Scramstad 
China Lake, Calif. 


Thanks To St. Joseph 
Dear Father, 

I just would like to tell you how 
much I enjoy reading your magazine. 
The March one was really wonderful 
for me. There was an article in it 
that said if you were unhappy with 
your position pray to St. Joseph and 
he will help you. 

My brother was more than unhappy 
and he wanted a transfer which he 
tried to get. He was told that it was 
impossible. As soon as I heard that 
I told my brother that I would pray 
for his transfer and he smiled at me 
as though I was having a_ foolish 
dream. 

Well, I prayed to St. Joseph after 
reading the article in your magazine 
and my brother got his transfer a 
week ago. I am so happy about it 
and so is he. It meant his health and 
he was about to sell his house al 
though he didn’t want to. 

Mrs. A. Curtis 
Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 


New Attitude 
Dear Father, 

I have recently finished reading 
the February issue of your magazine, 
THe Lamp, and I was quite surprised 
that I enjoyed it as I did. I am not 
a regular Catholic magazine reader 
but in all sincerity I can say I en- 
joyed your magazine. Particularly did 
I enjoy the feature, Teen Topics. Be- 
ing a teen-ager, this would naturally 
appeal to me. I also thought the 
articles, A Crucifix for Father Paul, 
and Your Lamp Goes to Bed, were 
equally interesting. 

I find that your magazine has left 
me with a somewhat new attitude 
towards a Catholic magazine. 

Angela Greco 
Chicago, Ill. 
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BY FATHER PAUL 


CONVERSION AND CONVERSIONS 


ScaRsDALE is a small suburban community about half- 
way between Graymoor and New York City. About a 
year ago the Assistant Rector of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of St. James the Less there left the ministry 
to become a Roman Catholic layman. This was quite a 
newsworthy story and accounts of it appeared in the 
New York papers. This year the Rector of the same 
church of St. James the Less resigned his pastorate and 
also became a Catholic. His conversion was also con- 
sidered newsworthy and again accounts of it appeared 
in the New York papers. From time to time throughout 
the year and throughout the country other people of 
prominence become Catholics and because of their 
prominence their conversions receive a considerable 
amount of publicity. 

This publicity irks some of our non-Catholic brethren. 
They—or at least, some of them—feel that a false im- 
pression is being created. They complain that while 
much ado is made over the conversion of Protestants to 
Catholicism no mention is made of the numbers who 
leave the Catholic Church and become Protestants. 

Bishop Horace E. Donegan, head of the Episcopal 
diocese of New York, expressed his irritation with the 
newspapers concerning this matter in a sermon. He said 
that while the papers reported the conversion of Rev. 
Harry Price and William Kernan mentioned above, they 
did not report the ‘conversion’ to the Episcopal Church 
of a Catholic priest, Dr. Roderick Alvarez Molina, for- 
merly of Spain and Washington. The Bishop also noted 
that 193 of the 3,474 adults received into the Episcopal 
Church in New York during the past year had been 
Roman Catholics. 

In the first place, is the Bishop’s statement true that 
193 adult Catholics became Episcopalians in New York 
during the last year? Probably it is. Unfortunately there 
are some unfortunate folk who have sold their birth- 
tight for a mess of pottage, turning their backs on the 
Church of Christ for the sake of social position, or 
because they were not strong enough to keep the laws 
of the Church, or because of a divorce, or of birth con- 
trol, or for other reasons. 

Certainly it is true that Dr. Molina, once a Roman 
Catholic priest in good standing, is now preaching from 
an Episcopal pulpit. Dr. Molina came to the United 
States from Spain. He was a Franciscan with solemn 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. He apostatized 
from the Church about three years ago, went through 
a marriage, and has a family. 

If we were in Bishop Donegan’s place we think that 
we would refrain from scolding the press because it 
did not give notice of Dr. Molina’s ‘conversion.’ We 
would remind ourselves of the observation made by 
Lord John Russell, assuredly no friend of the Catholic 


Church, when he was faced with the conversion of 
Newman and others of the Oxford movement of the 
last century, “While the Church of England loses some 
of her fairest flowers to Rome, all we get are the weeds 
which the Pope throws over his back-garden wall.” 

A good number of years ago as we were returning from 
New York City to Graymoor on the train, we sat along- 
side of a clergyman. When we told him we were from 
Graymoor he said, “Ah, one of Fr. Paul's men. I knew 
him well years ago when he belonged to our Church. 
I'm Episcopal, myself. I followed his writings and _ his 
career pretty closely and even though I thought he was 
wrong, and still think he’s wrong I have great respect 
and admiration for him. In fact I have great admira- 
tion for any clergyman who leaves my Church and 
becomes a Roman Catholic because such a man_ is 
moved by an intelligent conviction. But I don’t have 
any respect for men who leave your Church to join 
mine. Most of them only want to get married.” 

Moreover, Bishop Donegan should realize that we 
Catholics rejoice at the conversion of such men as Harry 
Price and William Kernan not because their coming to 
Rome increases the number of Roman Catholics or adds 
to the prestige of the Church in the United States, but 
rather because they have found the truth, because they 
have received the gift of Faith. Similarly, we grieve 
when people, important or unimportant, leave the 
Church not because their defection harms the Church 
or weakens the prestige of the Church, but because 
they, the people themselves, have thrown away their 
heritage, have begun to feed on husks rather than life- 
giving bread, and are seriously endangering their eternal 
salvation. 

Incidentally, on this matter of conversions we Cath- 
olics have little to brag about. We average about 100,000 
converts a year in the United States. That sounds like 
a lot until you begin to figure a little bit and then you 
realize that it’s nothing compared to what we ought 
to do. 

The Protestant laity invite non-church-going friends 
and relatives to accompany them to Church. They are 
willing to go out of their way to make it for a prospec- 
tive member to become acquainted. But too many of 
the Catholic laity are timid about speaking of their 
religion, they are timid about inviting their friends and 
relatives to Mass and Benediction. They are hesitant to 
explain the truths of our religion. They seem to feel 
that efforts to make converts are the business of priests 
and the religious exclusively. 

And that’s too bad and something has to be done 
about it. Because until the Catholic laity become really 
active in convert making we shall never realize our 
potential. 
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Madonna of Graymoor 


Suines TO THE BLEsseD VircIN encircle the world and raise the hearts 
of men to love and honor their Queen and Mother. Lourdes with its An 


grotto made famous by the apparitions to Bernadette still attracts 




















































thousands of people, seeking for a cure of the body or a healing of the 
soul. La Salette still echoes its message of reparation to avert the just 
anger of Almighty God. Fatima sends forth its call to prayer and pen- 
ance, while Guadalupe in neighboring Mexico constantly reflects the 
tenderest care of the most loving of Mothers. Our Lady of Knock in 
Ireland summons the folks of that little isle, while a thousand other 
shrines of lesser note also bring the souls of saints and sinners closer 
to God and His Mother. 

Each of these monuments of veneration has its place in the life of 
the faithful. Each is a tribute of love for Mary; each carries its own 
message; each is a citadel of strength and a treasury of grace; each 
reflects the boundless love of the Virgin Marv for her children. But 
for the Friars and Sisters of the Atonement no shrine is more impor- 
tant and no title is more significant than Our Lady of the Atonement. 

This title, given to Mary in 1901 by Father Paul and Mother Lurana 
while still outside the Church, recalls their own simple and_ strong 
devotion for the Mother of God. The singular characters of the name 
is emphasized by the red mantle which Our Lady wears in honor of 
the Precious Blood and by the Infant Christ, supported in her arms, 
who bears a cross as the sign of his victory on the altar of the Cross 
Our Lady of the Atonement is the special patroness of the Friars and 
Sisters; she reigns as Queen in the hearts of all; she guides and protects 
as the Mother of all, She is the Madonna of Graymoor. 

Mary's title of Atonement is unusual aud significant for many 
reasons. It began eight years before the Graymoor founders en- 
tered the Church and perhaps in the providence of God it was 
precisely this love of Mary that brought them to the unity of 
the true Church which they loved so ardently. It is surely extra- 
ordinary also that the title was approved by the Church in 1919 
and again in 1948 with a special Mass and Office —a title which 
originated outside the Church. Father Paul used to say that the 
reason why this title was kept until the twentieth century was 
that Mary considered it an especially precious one and wished 
to preserve it for the latter ages of the Church to furnish great 
joy to her children. 

The title is significant too because it stresses Mary’s role in 

the redemptive mission of Christ, both in the sacrifice of Calvary 
and in the application of the fruits of the Cross to the souls of 
men in order that they may be united to Christ in His one Church. 
Our Lady is the Mother of the Mystical Body of Christ which she 
brought forth in pain and suffering on Calvary. And as Denis 
the Carthusian wrote in the fifteenth century: “The beloved dis- 
ciple represents each of the faithful. By saying ‘Behold thy 
Mother,’ Jesus has given her as Mother to each and every Chris- 
tian so that we should love and venerate her above all, after 
God.” The consent of Mary at the foot of the Cross complements 
the fiat of the Incarnation when Jesus began His work of salva- 
tion and restoration and in some way fulfills and perfects it. 

God not only willed that Mary be present at the foot of the 
Cross but that by a mysterious action, she be (Cont. on page 6 
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by FR. TITUS CRANNY, S.A. 
The title, Our Lady of the Atonement, 
stresses Mary’s part in the Passion 


and in reuniting the world 


“Jour LADY OF THE ATONEMENT 
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MADONNA OF GRAYMOOR 

(From page 4) associated with the 
sufferings of her Son. It was fit- 
ting that she suffer because she 
was the first and the most perfect 
of Christians. Just as “Christ ought 
to have suffered and so enter into 
His glory” so Our Lady had to suffer. 
Close to Him in all things, she must 
be closest to Him in His great work, 
the reconcilliation of man with God. 
She must share in this grand mystery 
of saving men, through the sorrow, 
the humiliation, the utter abasement 
—and still the complete victory—of 
the Cross. 

We know that Jesus alone redeemed 
us, for there is no other name under 
heaven by which man can be saved. 
But we know too from the teachings 
of the Pupes and of theologians that 
Mary had a direct role in this work. 
I'cr part was secondary to that of her 
Son; it was completely dependent 
upon it—for she was redeemed by the 
same Blood that coursed down the 
tree of the Cross. But her part in the 
mystery of Calvary is proclaimed with 
profound fitness in the title Our Lady 
of the Atonement. 

But Mary’s work did not cease with 
Calvary. She still cooperates in the 
mission of her Son, in uniting men to 
Him. Sve prays for souls, she inter- 
cedes for them, and as Mother of all 
mankind she uses her influence to 
bring them to the true Church. Our 
Lady of the Atonement, standing by 
the cross, valiant in the midst of suf- 
fering, is also Our Lady of Unity 
pleading for the exaltation of the 
Church and the salvation of souls. 

Often the hearts of Jesus and Mary 
are represented as closely united and 
compenetrated, both pierced by the 
same sword. This is an expressive sym- 
bol of the union of Mother and Son; 
it indicates how intimate is the union 
of Jesus and His Mother in the sacri- 
fice of Calvary. St. Peter Damian calls 
attention to Mary’s cooperation in 
the work of salvation in this way: 
“God would not become man without 
the consent of Mary; in the first place, 
that we might feel under great obli- 
gation to her; and secondly, that we 
might understand that the salvation 
of all is left to the care of the Blessed 
Virgin.” And Richard of St. Victor 
uses this expression: “Mary desired, 
sought, and obtained the salvation of 
all; nay, even she effected the salva- 
tion of all.” 

Father Paul frequently spoke of 
Our Lady of the Atonement as Our 
Lady of Unity, pleading for the great 
At-one-ment of all men with God. 
“We may rely upon her maternal 
heart never to rest,” he said, “until 


the words of her Divine Son have 
been fulfilled: ‘Other Sheep I have 
which are not of this fold, them also 
I must bring and they shall hear My 
voice and there shall be one fold and 
One Shepherd.’” He urged the faith- 
ful as well as religious to consecrate 
themselves to Mary in order to bring 
“our separated brethren of the East 
and West into the unity of the old 
fold under the One Shepherd.” 

Elsewhere he spoke of the Prodigal 
Son, estranged from the Church, but 
also brought in Our Lady. “In the 
parable of the Prodigal Son,” he wrote 
“Jesus revealed to us how the father’s 
heart went out to the younger son 
who left the paternal roof and going 
into a far country wasted his sus- 
tenance with riotous living. So we 
can very readily conceive the Heart 
of Mary going out in yearning over 
her children who have wandered far 
from the Holy Father’s House, and 
from the Fold of Peter the Universal 
Shepherd.” 

Chaucer was no theologian but he 
expressed this theological truth of 
Mary’s role in man’s salvation in 
words that are irrefutable. 

In these later days of the Church 
there seems to be an ever increasing 
interest in Our Lady and her relation- 
ship to the Church. She continues her 
mission of ministering to the faithful, 
of being their Mother. But she also 
works and prays for the salvation of 
those who have either fallen away 
from the Church or have never been 
members of it. Mary unites men with 
God but she also, in the thought of 
the breviary, destroys all heresies 
throughout the world. In line with 
this idea Pope Pius XI declared: 
“Anyone who _ studies with diligence 
the annals of the Catholic Church 
will easily recognize the fact that the 
true patronage of the Mother of God 
is linked with the annals of the Chris- 
tian name. When, in fact, errors ev- 
erywhere diffused were bent upon 
rending the seamless robe of the 
Church and upon throwing the Cath- 
olic world in confusion, our fathers 
turned with confident soul to her 
‘alone destroys all heresies in the 
world,’ and the victory won through 
her brought about the return to tran- 
quillity.” 

Cardinal Newman in his sermon 
on “The Glories of Mary for the Sake 
of her Son” showed how Mary broke 
the forces of heresy, namely, through 
the devotion of the Church to the 
Mother of God. “Every Church which 
is dedicated to her,” he stated, “every 
altar which is raised under her invo- 
cation, every image which represents 
her, every litany in her praise, every 
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Hail Mary for her continual memory, 
does but remind us that there was 
One who, though He was all-blessed 
from all eternity, yet for the sake of 
sinners ‘did not shrink from the Vir- 
gin’s womb.’ Thus she is the Turris 
Davidica... the high and strong de- 
fence of the King of the true Israel; 
and hence the Church also addresses 
her in the Antiphon, as having ‘alone 
destroyed all heresies in the whole 
world.’” 

Consequently in honoring Mary as 
Our Lady of the Atonement, we see 
her not only as the protectoress of the 
Church in the present hour, dissi- 
pating heresy and schism, but as a 
loving Mother, yearning for the unity 
of her children in the Church of 
Christ. She longs to bring souls to 
the Church, both those who have 
strayed away as well as others who 
have never known the love of such 
a Mother. In the words of the Roman 
liturgy we pray: “O God, who dost 
show the light of thy truth to them 
that go astray, that they may be able 
to return to the path of justice, grant 
unto all who profess themselves and 
are reckoned Christian, both to reject 
the things that are opposed to that 
name and to follow the things that 
befit it.” (Oratio, 3rd Sunday after 
Easter). 

Though this title of Our Lady of 
the Atonement is new in the history 
of Marian devotion, begun under the 
aegis of a small religious community 
outside the Fold of Peter, its theolog- 
ical foundations and implications are 
as old and as rich as the Church it- 
self. For as Mary had a direct role in 
the sacrifice of Calvary, she also has 
a similar part in the extension of the 
Church and the salvation of men. 
Her work is to unite men to Jesus 
With reason is she called by the Popes 
the Reparatrix and Reconciliatrix of 
the world. 

How often in the past and at the 
present day love for the Mother of 
God keeps souls united to Christ. Be- 
hind the Iron Curtain thousands of 
picturés of Mary are circulated to keep 
alive the flames of faith that bum 
in the hearts of the oppressed people. 
In the Kremlin itself there is a chapel 
dedicated to Mary under the title of 
her Assumption. It was never used 
to venerate Mary and to give glory 
to God, but some day it shall be—for 
Mary will conquer. She is a gentle 
and loving Mother, but she is as 
terrible as an army set in battle for- 
mation and she can smash the for- 
tresses of hate that men have set 
around their hearts. She can conquer 
—for her Son—the souls of men. And 
not all the atomic (Cont. on page 18) 

















PRECIOUS BLOOD 


ReceNtLy, in one of our national 
periodicals, there was an interesting 
account of an unusual roadstand. 
Some young boys had put up a 
stand along the side of a well- 
traveled highway. On the table of 
their stand were their wares, small 
bottles filled with a dark sub- 
stance. Nearby, like all good road- 
stands, they had a large sign adver- 
tising their product. It was the 
extraordinary sign which first at- 
tracted attention, then their bottles 
with curious substance in them, 
and finally the whole striking con- 
cept. 

The sign read in big, bold let- 
ters: U.S. SOIL. COST: WHAT 
IT MEANS TO YOU. To anyone 
who stopped, the boys eagerly ex- 
plained. The bottles contained or- 
dinary earth. They would give one 
to anybody who would promise, 
on returning home, to donate a 
pint of blood for the Armed Serv- 
ices. Of course, the Armed Services are interested 
at first hand in real, physical blood which they can 
use for the wounded, Blood, however, as the boys 
with their sign recognized so well, stands for more 
than its physical reality. It indicates life, sacrifice, 
seriousness of purpose. Down through the ages 
when people wanted to show how deadly in earnest 
they were they would sign pacts in their own blood. 
Frequently, when we speak about the supreme sacri- 
fice that Americans made in the last war or are 
making in the present Korean conflict, we say that 
they shed their blood in defense of their country. 
Even to give a pint of blood means more than help- 
ing out a wounded service man with an essential 
commodity. It means offering something connected 
with life and hence connected too with all our con- 
victions, our endeavors, our ideals. 

It is not unusual then that Holy Mother the 
Church sets aside the month of July in a special 
way for devotion to that Blood which means so 
much to all of us, the Precious Blood of Our Savior. 
Of all blood it especially signifies life. For by it 
Our Lord sealed a new covenant of love with the 
human race. “This is my blood of the new testa- 
ment which shall be shed for many unto the re- 
mission of sin.” But what do we mean by devotion 
to the Precious Blood? Why is there a special devo- 
tion to the Precious Blood? Why do we have devo- 
tion to the Precious Blood? 





by ROGER MAZERATH, S.A. 


What do we mean by devotion to 
the Precious Blood? We mean, in 
the first place, veneration paid to 
the actual, physical, living Blood of 
Christ contained in the glorious 
body of Our Saviour as He now 
lives and reigns in heaven. This is 
the immediate object of our devo- 
tion just as in devotion to the Sa- 
cred Heart the immediate object is 
the material, physical Heart of 
Jesus. By devotion to the Precious 
Blood, however, we also mean the 
worship we pay to the divine Son 
of God whose blood it is and who, 
by His merciful love, shed that 
blood to redeem mankind, When 
we pray, then, we have the material 
blood of Christ in mind, but our 
adoration, our love, our esteem is 
paid to Jesus, the Son of God. In 
this way we have really only one 
object in our devotion: to honor 
Our Redeemer who shed His Blood 
for us. Why is there a special de- 
votion to the Precious Blood? When a person gives 
a pint of blood for the Armed Services the offering 
represents not only the material pint of blood but 
also the interior disposition on the part of the donor 
sacrificing, or giving up something for the good of 
another. So, too, in the case of the Precious Blood, 
it represents not only the material blood of Christ 
shed in the Garden of Gethsemane, in the cruel 
scourging, in the crowning of thorns, and in the 
five gaping wounds suffered on Calvary. It repre- 
sents also the interior disposition on the part of 
Jesus offering His life in blood for our redemption. 
Our redemption could have been accomplished 
in many ways. All God had to do if He wanted was 
to lift His little finger, so to speak. However, for 
His own mysterious, good reasons He demanded 
and accepted as the price for our redemption the 
Precious Blood of Christ. St. Paul tells us this clearly: 
“..we have redemption through His blood, the 
remission of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace.” (Eph.1:7) “...in Him, it hath well pleased 
the Father, that all fulness should dwell; and 
through Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, 
making peace through the blood of His cross...” 
(Col.1:19,20) “Christ died for us; much more there- 
fore, being now justified by His blood, shall we be 
saved from wrath through Him.” (Rom.5:9) 
There is a special and distinct devotion to the 
Precious Blood, then, because (Cont. on page 18) 
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B REMEMBER, SOME YEARS AGO, taking a bi- 
cycle ride wich my small neice one fine 
May morning. just after she had received 
her First Commuunion. No sooner had we 
started than she said she wanted to ride 
very slowly for a while; then, for a block or 
two, we sailed along at quite a fast clip. 

Her demeanor during this unusual pro- 
cedure puzzled me—her face wore an ex- 
pression at once secretive and _ serene. 
Divining my curious look, she presently 
turned to me with a shy smile. “I promised 
little Jesus when He came this morning,” 
she said, “that I would give Him a special 
ride on my bike—first a slow ride, then a 
fast one.” And she fell silent again, con- 
versing inwardly once more, no doubt, with 
her cherished guest. 

Here is an instance, common enough to 
children, of richest spiritual intimacy. Yet 
usually long before we grow up, our sense 
of such intimacy is gone, and our prayers 
have become mechanical, because the 


Cherish 


thoughts behind them are so vague and 
impersonal. It is difficult to arouse fervor 
for the abstract. 

Yet how wonderful it would be if this 
feeling in childhood of being close to our 
Lord remained with us into and through 
all our adult years! It would give us a tre- 
mendous lift in solving the problems of 
everyday life; it would make all pain more 
bearable; and in the end it would help to 
paint death only as a doorway beyond 
which stands the finest of friends, waiting 
eagerly to greet us. 

The process of growing up, of course, 
automatically blunts much of the sensitivity 
we had as children for the magnetism of 
Christ. Most of us must go out into the 
world to make a living, and constant contact 
with things material, especially in our cities, 
weakens our appreciation of the idealistic. 

The problem, then, is how to rediscover 
this sense of buoyant intimacy so common 
to childhood. And yet the solution is 
simple enough. It is this: Think of God 
in a relationship most congenial to your 
emotional makeup. More plainly, think of 
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God in terms of an affection comparable 


to that in which you hold the one dearest to 
you, 

" For instance, if you are the parent of an 
infant, the analogy should be obvious. You 
love that infant more than life itself. You 
make many sacrifices daily to please it— 
sacrifices of time, of effort, of money. You 
would rather die than see it mortally 
wounded. 

Have you ever thought of trying to pro- 
ject a similar love to the Babe of Bethle- 
hem? You will be aided in such eftort if you 
remember that all the goodness, the sweet- 
ness, the charm of your own baby is only 
the faintest emanation of those same quali- 
ties in the Babe of Nazareth. The Infant 
Jesus was all goodness, all sweetness, all 
love—proof of which He was to demonstrate 
more visibly some thirty-three years later. 
And even if your child is grown, you can 
still remember that powerful emotion you 
knew when that baby first came to enrich 
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your joy. Any emotion once experienced 
psychology reminds us, can always be re- 
called. If your child (or children) is older, 
recall the birth and transfer that unsneak- 
able feeling of near-adoratien to the Christ- 
mas Infant. 

Perhaps you are not a parent or spouse, 
but vou are a lover. How cherished is every 
thought of your beloved! Sacrifices of every 
kind you make gladly, nor consider them as 
such, because they are votives on the altar 
of love. The wishes of your lover are as 
commands deep graven in your heart. What 
penalties would you not undergo rather 
than wittingly wound your beloved? You 
may carry a picture of your beloved not 
only in your heart, but in your purse or 
wallet; you may also carry a token, a me- 
mento, of this most cherished person. You 
are unhappy when away from your chosen 
one; wait only for the day of wien. and 
visualize the bliss which then will be vours. 

Again, you have only to project a simi- 
lar feeling of affection for your God, re- 
membering that He not only created your 
beloved, but endowed (Cont. on page 18) 
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Sometimes we find it difficult to pray and suffer many distractions 


because our childhood intimacy with God has been lost 





With practice, though, we can restore it 
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THERE are some people, for the most 
part women, who evidently believe 
that salesgirls, store keepers and 
public servants generally are not 
only made of iron, but are providen- 
tially provided for them to sharpen 
their tongues on, much as a grind- 
stone is useful to remedy dull knives. 
While one expects this fault among 
modern pagans, it is certainly pain 
ful to find Catholic women so far for 
getting Christian charity as to violate 
or at least ignore the ordinary re- 
spect and kindness due to their 
neighbor, even though that neighbor 
be the lowly salesgirl in the local 
five and dime, or the waitress in the 
chain restaurant, or the cashier in 
the subway station. Granted that 
sometimes the shoe is on the other 
foot, and the waitress is rude or care- 
less or otherwise offensive, yet for 
the most part these girls are human 
beings, though on Christmas Eve or 
bargain day in a large department 
store, not too many believe it. 

In any case it is a great shame if 
any Catholic should neglect the dic- 
tates of charity and pour out her im- 
patience, irritation, or patronizing in- 
solence on those who are engaged in 
serving the public and earning a live- 
lihood all too often’ ill-paid and 
harassed with trials and troubles from 
many quarters. One who is nourished 
on the Holy Eucharist and living in 
the grace of God will strive daily to 
bring the love, the kindness, the 
patience and the courtesy of Christ 
right down into the byways of the 
world in which he moves; freely he 
has received, and freely must give; 
even the repulsive and the unlove- 
able must not be refused the crumbs 
of the Eucharistic banquet. Oh, what 
a solid inspiration is St. Anthony in 
this regard! 

Who for a moment could picture 
St. Anthony treating even the least 
of servants with harshness or arro- 
gance, or adding so much as a 
feather’s weight of thoughtlessness to 
the burden of his neighbor already 
overburdened. No, those _ strong 
gentle hands and holy lips were in- 
tent on helping all, no matter how 
lowly their station, so much so that 
the mere sight of Anthony brought 
peace and renewed hope to people 





ABUNDANCE 


Sixpence, twopence, 

What matter which it be 

When we have stars for jewels 

And hearts for ecstasy. 

Full-loaf, half-loaf, 

Ours to break and share— 

When love spreads the table 

There’s plenty and to spare. 
—Edna Elvira King 





At St.Anthonv’s Feet 





who knew all too much of hopeless 
ness and struggles. The weary of 
heart and the broken spirited need 
never fear a tongue lashing from this 
true son of St. Francis; even the 
cynical who came into contact with 
him were melted and won by the 
never flagging patience and sympa- 
thetic kindness of the Saint; who 
could hold out against such love? And 
you who are the friends of St. An- 
thony, try to capture some of St. An- 
thony’s wonderful charity, particular- 
ly in your dealing with those who 
serve you in a public capacity during 
your business or social day. With St. 
Anthony for your inspiration, bring 
the kindness and courtesy of Christ 
like a healing balm into the weary 
ways of the modern world; “in every 
place, brethren, manifest the sweet 
perfume of Christ!” 

“Christ is the Good Shepherd Who 
feeds us daily with His Own Flesh 
and Blood.” —St. AntHony t 


As Pius XI said on the occasion of 
the VII centenary of the death of 
St. Anthony, he sought not popular 
favor, or consideration of rich and 
prominent persons, or the empty ap- 
plause of men. He sought and re- 
ceived the high esteem of God and 
of God’s Church.” 


—Fr. Ignatius Smith, O.P. 


Ir 1s a very commendable practice to 
have a Mass offered at least once a 
year in reparation for all our sins 
and negligences during that time, 
and not wait till we have entered 
Purgatory and are dependent upon 
others who may or may not provide. 
In this respect we might recall what 
St. Anthony himself writes; “In the 
Divine Sacrifice, we offer to the 
Heavenly Father angered by our sins, 
His Own Son, Jesus Christ as a pledge 
of our pardon, so that God may turn 
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from us the lightning of His justice, 
if not for our sakes, at least for the 
sake of His Beloved Son, so that 
mindful of the suffering and martyr- 
dom of His only Begotten One, He 
may forgive us our sins!” t 


“We therefore commanded the 
said Bishop (of Padua,) Bro. Jordan, 
prior of St. Benets, and Bro. John, 
prior of St. Austins, a monastery of 
the Dominicans in Padua, to make 
careful investigation into the miracles 
wrought at his (Anthony’s) tomb, and 
into the merits of his life. Having 
seen the authentic proofs of the mir- 
acles of this venerable man, besides 
what we ourselves know of his holy 
life and conversation, of which we 
had experience, we by the advice of 
our Brethren together with all the 
prelates with us, have enrolled him 
in the number of the Saints.”—Bull 
of Canonization, Pope Gregory IX, 
May 30, 1232. 


Make to yourself friends now, by 
venerating the Saints of God and 
imitating their actions, that when you 
shall fail in this life, they may receive 
you into everlasting dwellings.”— In1- 
ITATION OF Curist, Book 1, Chapter 
28. 


On, best of Doctors, light of Holy 
Mother Church, Blessed Anthony, 
lover of the divine law, entreat in 
our behalf the Son of God!” 
—Prayer of Pope Gregory IX 


Ricues are thorns that pierce; pov- 
erty is a desert, but a desert of de- 
lights.” —St. ANTHONY 


Tue altar of St. Anthony in the Church 
of St. Bonaventure in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
is very impressive; beside the very 
fine statue, there is a mural above 
the altar showing the celebrated ap- 
parition of the Infant Jesus. The 
whole setting is graceful and pleasing 
and does honor to the Saint of 
Miracles. t 





THE TRINITY 
This clover, bearing on a single stem 
Its triple shoots, is symbolizing well 
The mystery no human tongue can 
tell— 
Divinity’s most glorious diadem. 
To-day this sprig of green, for me, is 
host 
To God the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 
J. Corson Miller 










































by DAVID GANNON, S.A. 


OFFERINGS FOR LOCKERS for the new 
annex to The Inn are still coming 
in. Next month we shall give you a 
full accounting of what has been re- 
ceived. If you remember, we need 
106 lockers in all. They are fifteen 
dollars each. A locker can be given 
in gratitude to God for blessings re- 
ceived, or in memory of a loved one. 
Our deepest gratitude and fervent 
blessings to all those who gave gen- 
erously helping us to help others. 
AMONG THE LETTERS recently re- 
ceived was one asking: “... How do 
you manage to keep so many men 
busy?” And thereon hangs a tale. 
It is said that an idle mind is the 
devil’s worship; and since we are the 
implacable enemies of the devil, it 
follows that we must be ever on the 
alert to make certain that he does 
not find a workshop at Graymoor. 

The Friars begin their day of 
activities—spiritual and otherwise—at 
five a.m. The Brothers Christopher 
are awakened at six a.m. The three 
Masses that are celebrated at The 
Inn begin at 6:30 a.m. Whoever at- 
tends these Masses comes of his own 
free will. 

No matter what disappointment 
or unpleasantness arises during the 
day because of the foolishness of 
one man or several men, Father 
Thomas, the Director of The Inn; 
and his assistant, Father Cyril, can, 
and do find consolation remember- 
ing the men who filled the Chapel 
and crowded the Altar Rail that 
morning. The repentance and love of 
Mary Magdalen made up to Christ 
for the multitude of ingrates who 
daily scorned His charity. 

Each day after breakfast, the men 
take up the work assigned to them 
by the Director. A few help with the 
clerical work in the Administration 
Building. Since nicknames are not 
uncommon among. the men, these 
are called “the braintrusters.” Others 
take care of operating The Inn, 
either in the kitchen or as janitors 
keeping the various rooms clean. 
The great majority however, work 
under our genial, Father John Bap- 
tist, whose department is known as 
“Roads and Grounds”—so named by 
the good Father himself. 

It is the mind of the Church, after 
two thousand years of experience in 
human affairs, to postpone praise of 
the living until the time comes for 
the eulogy. However, I feel that 
the roads and grounds and buildings 
of Graymoor would cry out in pro- 
test at my negligence and ingratitude, 
were I to overlook in this article the 
important role Father John Baptist 



















































plays in the daily smooth-running 
of our large community. Father John, 
however, dislikes praise. He prefers 
rather to be, like many others, “a 
rose left to blush unseen” in the 
garden of the Lord. 

But to the men at The Inn, Father 
John is neither unseen nor unheard. 
Some of them think he has the gift 
of bilocation as he “pops up” un- 
expectedly in one place or another 
in his red truck during the working 
hours. And, at the supper table the 
most important question is not: 
“What has happened on the diplo- 
matic or military fronts in the world 
of men?”; but rather: “What did 
Father John do or say today?” And 
when tales are told of the day's 
happenings, there are peals of laugh 
ter. We like to hear the men laugh. 
It is not only good for their spirits, 
but it is also good for their bodies 
since laughter changes the chemistry 
of their stomachs. 

After Father John has offered 
Mass and had his breakfast, he 
changes into an old pair of trousers, 
a battered hat and usually a gay 
plaid shirt which some good bene- 
factor has sent in. Many a man who 
has been told to “see Father John” 
has come upon him in this “get-up” 
and asked where he could find Fa 
ther John. And when the good Padre 
in his usual jocose manner tells the 
man: “Fear not, I am he,” the usual 
answer is, “quit the kidding, wise 
guy.” At another time when Father 
John asked a man for the rake he 
was using to put out a brush fire, 
the man said: “Listen Buddie, go 
find your own rake.” 

Father John arrives at his office 
in the garage at eight a.m., where 
new arrivals at The Inn are waiting 
for him. This is the daily “shape-up.” 
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The difference between Graymoor’s 
“shape-up” and that of the much 
controverted one of New York’s 
longshoremen is that at Graymoor 
everyone is picked by Father John 
for one job or another. If a man ar- 
rives at The Inn with “the shakes” 
he is allowed to rest in the “dug-out” 
until he “sweats it out” which any 
man who has been through it will 
tell you is a crucifixion. 

Men are assigned either to rake 
leaves, cut the lawns, clean in vari- 
ous buildings or as helpers to the 
mechanics. Before they leave the 
garage, Father John gives his in- 
structions. On a cloudy morning re- 
cently he was overheard to say: “If 
it rains, the outside gang is to stop 
working. And please gentlemen, if 
there are those among you who 
haven't enough sense to come in 
out of the rain, will the others please 
drag them in?” 

With everyone assigned to work, 
Father John begins his rounds of 
inspection. If one tries to reach him 
by telephone, he finds it a disap- 
pointing experience. First you are 
told he is at the farm, then the lake 
house, then the Friary, then The 
Inn, then the Convent. If you gc 
looking for him you will probably 
find him mixing cement for the 
stone mason. If you are fortunate 
enough to reach him by telephone 
to tell him that a pipe has burst 
over your head, he calmly says: 
“This is Father John speaking, the 
delight of all the Superiors.” Then 
he will tell you he has no time for 
such trivia and before you have re- 
covered from your exasperation he 
has the job finished. 

Seemingly, the funniest moments 
for the men are when Father John 
is on his tours (Cont. on page 28) 
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The average Catholic seldom gives much serious thought 
to the important part he plays in this business of bringing 
Christ and His Word to the world. God channels the gift 
of faith through individual Catholics. God uses your good 


example to inspire those whom you meet day in and day out 


by WILLIAM W. BUECHEL 





IN THE MAGNIFICENT WEEKLY COLUMN written by Monsignor Matthew Smith for 
the chain of Register Catholic newspapers, of which he is Editor-in-chief, one 
paragraph a few months ago arrested my attention. He wrote: “We priests 
are certain that if more people knew about our doctrine, there would be 
millions of conversions.” After being a faithful reader for many years, I know 
that Monsignor Smith is never given to wishful thinking. He writes of heavenly 
things in a down-to-earth manner, and never does he exaggerate. If he believes 
there would be millions of conversions with an increased knowledge of the 
Faith, you can bet your bottom dollar there must be some very good reasons 
tor him saying so. 

But first of all, it is important that we remember that, were it not for the 
grace of faith given freely by Almighy God, there would never be so much 
as a single conversion in all time. No one is entitled to this gift; no one has 
a right to it. It is an absolute gift. But he who sincerely and prayerfully asks 
for this divine gift will not be refused it by Almighty God. “Ask and you 
shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you,” 
was spoken chiefly of spiritual goods. Since the gift of faith is the very begin- 
ning and foundation of all spiritual goods, God will always assist those who 
ask for it. 

God, however, usually channels His gifts to us through the agency of 
external, material things, Thus, He may use the loving care of a Sister Nurse 
in a hospital as the means of beginning that longing for Him. He may use 
the good example of a Catholic man or woman to bring souls closer to Him. 
He may use the agency of a book or a paper, or even a little girl making 
a mid-afternoon visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. A Negro priest first 
became interested in the Church because, as a college Latin student, he was 
intrigued in the Church’s daily use of that ancient language. A Protestant 
Bishop happened upon a newspaper that had been discarded by a plumber 
working in the Bishop’s house. The newspaper, a Catholic one, had been used 
to wrap the plumber’s lunch! He became the first Protestant American bishop 
to become a Catholic. Another convert, an employee in a non-Catholic hos- 
pital, found a Miraculous Medal pinned to the gown of a patient who had been 
discharged that day. She began to pray to the Blessed Mother of the Miraculous 
Medal, and so found her way into the Church. 

Examples such as these could be given endlessly. So many different things 
can be, and are, the causes that lead eventually to the gift of faith. But of 
all the indirect channels God uses to direct His gift of faith to wandering 
souls upon this earth, probably the most important and the (Cont. on page 20 


Mscr. 


By Rucut Rev. 


























Graymoor Annals ; 


@sx ruvrspay, June 
llth, four Friars of the Atonement 
were raised to the Sacred Priesthood 
by His Eminence, Francis Cardinal 
Spellman, Archbishop of New York. 
The beautiful ceremony of Ordina- 
tion took place in the Pilgrimage 
Chapel of our Lady of the Atonement 
at Graymoor. Those raised to the 
Priesthood were: Father Peter Rud- 
den, S.A., of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Father 
Romanus Dunne, S.A., of Ozone Park, 
N.Y.; Father Christopher Schreider, 
S.A., of Astoria, L.I., N. Y.; Father 
Pacificus Von Essen, $.A., of Wood 
haven, L.I., N. Y. 

Present for the ceremonies were 
all the Friars at Graymoor, as well 
as many visiting Friars from other 
houses of the Community. The Sis 
ters of the Atonement, headed by 
the Mother Vicaress, Mother Monica, 
S.A., were also present at the Ordi- 
nation, together with the relatives and 
friends of the Ordained and many 
visiting Religious and Diocesan priests. 

The choir was made up of Fathers 
and Brothers stationed at Graymoor, 
augmented by a group of Clerics from 
the House of Philosophy at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. The clerics from Saranac 
had just come to Graymoor a few 
days previous, where they will spend 
the summer holidays. At the organ 
was Father James, S.A. 

His Eminence, the Cardinal was 
the guest of the Friars at Graymoor 
the night preceding the Ordination 
ceremony, and shared the spotlight 
with the newly-ordained at the din- 
ner which followed the ceremonies. tT 


Tre Graymoor Press 
at Peekskill, N. Y., where THe Lamp 
is printed, is in the final stages of 
a much-needed paint and repair job. 
The building, which was originally 
the Conservatory of Music, predates 
the Civil War. In its heyday, the 
Conservatory was conducted by a 
Miss Anderson, who gave instructions 
in music, and held musicales, attended 
by the society of Peekskill. Many 
artist» came from New York to per- 
form at the Conservatory, which was 
the social center of Peekskill for 
many years. 

In 1921 Father Paul purchased the 
building, for the purpose of making 
it into the Graymoor Press. Since 
that time THe Lamp has been pub- 
lished at the Press, and all the litera- 


ture used by the Friars is printed and 
mailed from there. 

For some years past, the Press 
has stood in need of repair. But for 
one reason or another, there was 
never enough money on hand to do 
the work which was required. Last 
year, however, the job was tackled 
which is now in the final stages. The 
offices have been painted, and new 
ones made. The Circulation Depart 
ment has come into its own, and 
has its own quarters. The Mail Room, 
Manager's Office and Art Depart 
men have all been painted and re 
modeled and the old Conservatory 
has taken on new life. t 


On Japanese Mis 
sionaries have been very busy, what 
with Confirmation time at hand 
Father Damian, S.A., whose parish 
is at Shinkoyasu, had for his guest 
in April His Excellency, Bishop Arai 
of Yokohama. His Excellency ad 
ministered the Sacrament of Con 
firmation to 22 members of the 
parish. He also celebrated Mass after 
conferring the Sacrament. The choir 
ripped out with a boisterous “Ecce 
Sacerdos” as the Bishop entered the 
church, and sang a few milder Latin 
and Japanese hymns during the Mass. 
Brother Donatus, S.A. did nobly with 
the choir. After the ceremonies all 
retired to the parish hall for a little 
banquet, at which His Excellency 
spoke informally to the people. t 


R: CENTLY following 
their Retreat, given by Father Vin 
cent, S.A., eleven Sisters of the 
Atonement made profession of their 
First vows, in ceremonies held at St. 
John’s Church at Graymoor. Fol- 
lowing the Solemn Mass, celebrated 
by Very Rev. Father General, S.A., 
with Very Rev. Father Thomas, S.A., 
as Deacon, and Father Colman, S.A., 
as sub-Deacon, the eleven Sisters 
changed the white veil of their Novi- 
tiate for the Black one of the Pro- 
fessed Sisters. Those who professed 
their First Vows are the following: 
Sister Antonia, S.A., Paterson, N. J.; 
Sister Clare Catherine, S.A., Van- 
couver, B.C., Canada; Sister John 
Vianney, S.A., Utica, N.Y.; Sister 
Mary Barbara, S.A., Washington, 
D.C.; Sister Mary Laetitia, $.A., To- 
kyo, Japan; Sister Mary, S.A., Sche- 
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nectady, N.Y.; Sister Clarita, S.A., 
Bronx, N. Y.; Sister Ann Joseph, S.A., 
Schenectady, N. Y.; Sister Mary Denis, 
S.A., Dannemora, N. Y.; Sister Mary 
Noel, S.A., County Galway, Eire; Sis- 
ter Mary Benita, S.A., County Gal 
way, Eire. Our congratulations to the 
newly professed. We ask the prayers 
of our Lamp readers for their final 
perseverance as Religious of the 
Atonement. t 


Tue Friars and Sis 
ters at Graymoor were favored with 
a visit from Father Floyd Keeler, 
who was ordained recently for the 
Diocese of Richmond, Va., at the 
age of seventy-two. Father Keeler, 
of whom much was written in the 
various newspapers, was formerly 
Archdeacon of the Anglican Diocese 
of Salina, Kansas. As we told our 
Annals readers last month, Father 
Keeler became a convert to the True 
Faith in 1915. At the request. of 
Father Paul, S.A., the then Mr. 
Keeler, his wife and family came to 
Graymoor to take charge of the Friars 
farm here. Following the death of 
Mrs. Keeler in 1947, a life-long 
desire was realized when Mr. Keeler 
was invited to study for the Priest- 
hood under the patronage of Bishop 
Ireton, of Richmond, Va. Following 
the completion of his seminary 
course, he was ordained to the Priest- 
hood at Richmond, in Sacred Heart 
Cathedral there. Present for the cer- 
emony were five members of his 
immediate family. Two of his grand- 
children served as acolytes at his 
First Mass, which was celebrated the 
following day in Bedford, Va. Father 
Keeler has fifteen grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. One of his 






































daughters is Sister Isabelle, S.A., 
who is stationed in Lindsay, Calif. 
At Graymoor Father Keeler was 
the guest of the Friars, with whom 
he stayed for several days. He cele 
brated Mass in the Chapel of our 
Lady of the Angels in the presence 
of the entire community of Sisters 
of the Atonement, among whom was 
his daughter, Sister Isabelle. It was 
a happy visit for Father Keeler, who 
counts it a great blessing to have 
known Father Paul, who, he said, 
“Understood converts like no other 
man I have ever met.” Tt 


Bast MonTH in the 
Annals we told you of the ground- 
breaking for the new Retreat House 
near Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, to be 
in the care of the Graymoor Friars. 
From Father Theophane, S.A., has 
come word the construction has been 
begun on the building, which will 
be completed by Fall. It will ac- 
comodate thirty retreatants in pri- 
vate rooms. The building will have 
a recreation room and a Chapel. The 
dining room and kitchen will be in 
the basement of the church which 
adjoins the Retreat House, and will 
accommodate about eighty people. tf 


@Ovr Friars in Rome 
wrote recently and said in part, “The 
Holy Father has upset any notions 
that his serious illness this year has 
weakened him in any way. He is 
giving audiences again with the same 
regularity as before and has just 
given two large ones in St. Peter's. 
His carriage is as erect and his walk 
as quick as ever. He still carries out 





“ 
Fr. Floyd Keeler blessing his family 





rhe new St. Christopher's Inn 


the practice of exchanging zuchettos. 
If you aren’t acquainted with this 
custom, it is one which began some 
time in 1950 and has become some 
what of an established custom now. 
Many pilgrims bring to the general 
audiences new white skull-caps made 
by some Sisters here. As the Pope 
passes by individuals offer them to 
him in exchange for the one he is 
wearing. If the Holy Father can 
reach you, he very graciously hands 
you his and accepts yours. Then 
yours is exchanged with some person 
farther down. Thus many have per- 
sonal mementoes of the Holy Father 
to bring home with them.” t 


Dvenixc the month of 
January we asked for help for Father 
Agnellus, S.A., one of our intrepid 
missionaries in Western Canada. And, 
with characteristic generosity, our 
readers responded nobly. Now we 
are happy to hear from Father 
Agnellus, that the new Chapel of 
the Atonement at Edgewater, British 


Columbia, will be dedicated on June 
2nd. His Excellency, Most Rev. Mar 
tin M. Johnson, Bishop of Nelson, 
B.C. will officiate. The chapel is 
only a small one, but it must be 
really beautiful, to read Father Agnel- 
lus’s description of it. “It is finished,” 
he says, “in tan ceiling tile and knotty- 
pine walls. The altar appointments 
will be wrought iron, and there will 
be a tapestry dossal behind the altar.” 
Father has promised us more details 
for the next Lamp. In the meantime, 
our congratulations to him, and our 
sincere thanks to our Lamp readers 
who have made it all possible Tt 


Farner Raymond, 
S.A. has a great task on his hands in 
caring for his Mission San Jose, just 
outside of Hereford, Texas. The Mis- 
sion was established to lend a help- 
in hand to the great numbers of 
migratory Mexican workers who stop 
temporarily at Hereford in their trav- 
els. The fact that these people do not 
remain permanently makes the task 
the more difficult. During the past 
several years Father Raymond has 
constructed a church, class rooms, 
clinic, and now a recreation hall. In 
his last letter Father said, “Our new 
recreation hall is almost completed. 
It will be very nice and a much 
needed provision of festivities, rec- 
reation and social affairs. The hospi- 
tal basement and kitchen are also 
under way. Some day we may get 
all the work completed—we hope so. 
Caring for the poor and needy is 
still a problem. Several hundred 
pounds of flour, beans, sugar and 
condensed milk have been purchased 
along with other items, and distrib- 
uted to the needy. We hope that 
work will be available soon, that 
the people may be able to provide 
for themselves, and at least get a 
change of diet.” 

The truce talks in Korea fade into 
insignificance when compared to the 
truce-talking, and subduing of family 
fights, amongst our disgrutled inhabi- 
tants, especially when idle and hungry. 
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Farner Pavt often said that his Friars eventually 
would be seen in the courtyards and marketplaces 
of all the lands of the earth, working for the salva- 
tion of the souls of men. Today, 13 years after his 
death, the Friars are on three Continents of the 
globe, ministering to the four races of the earth. 

That dream of his, so far as the Orient is con- 
cerned, came true when in 1948 a large territory of 
the Diocese of Yokohama, Japan, was offered to the 
Friars to labor in by His Eminence Pietro Cardinal 
Fumasoni-Biondi, Secretary of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of the Propagation, Graymoor’s great and de- 
voted friend—Francis Cardinal Spellman—approved 
and blessed this new missionary project of Gray- 
moor. And on January 9, 1949, His Eminence per- 
sonally came to Graymoor to attend to the first 
contingent of six Friar priests, and two Friar Broth- 
ers who were leaving to establish the Society in 
Japan. Since, five other Priests and one Brother have 
joined the group. 

The mission territory assigned to the Friars in the 
Diocese of Yokohama is 60 miles long and 25 miles 
wide. There are millions of souls in it. Soon after 
their arrival, Bishop Thomas Wakida dedicated the 
principal mission house of the Friars, It is known as 
Graymoor-in-Japan. 

On these two pages are pictures which give an 
idea of the work being accomplished by the Friars. 
Their labors among the Japanese people have been 


Our Friars at Dedication Luncheon, 
eating their meal with Chop Sticks 





by Eugene Figueroa, S.A, 


A Prophecy 


greatly blessed these past four years. Many difficul- 
ties had to be overcome; not the least of these was 
mastering the Japanese language. 

It will probably amaze THe Lamp readers to hear 
that in the whole of Japan there are only two paro- 
chial schools. One of these (only partly built) was 
recently established by the Graymoor Friars. 

The Father General, in his own column, has told 
you of his desire to complete this school. It would be 
a means of more conversions to our Holy Faith. The 
Japanese people make devout Catholics once they 
are converted. As a people, they have a remarkable 
devotion to home and family life. This is evident 
even among the Pagan Japanese. While the ruling 
families actually worship their ancestors, the most 
humble of the people also have a deep veneration 
for their forebears. 

A vast area of the Asiatic Continent is now in the 
throes of godless aggressors, Our Holy Father in an 
allocution to the Catholics of India in December 1952, 
made this danger known to the world when he said: 
“The forces of good and evil are contending in bitter 
conflict for the soul of Asia and you know what hangs 
upon the outcome of this conflict....Close ranks 
with all those who are on the side of God so that 
a solid phalanx may be formed against the destruc- 
tive elements of godlessness.” 

A Catholic Japan would be a strong bulwark 
against this diabolical threat. 


Father Peter addressing the students 
as part of Dedication Day program 


vp. Native Japanese Sisters with Father Valentine 
(left), and Father Peter (right) on mission steps 





AND JESUS COMING, SPOKE TO THEM SAYING 


ALL POWER IS GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN 


EARTH. GOING THEREFORE, TEACH YE ALL NATIONS 


BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER 


AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY GHOST 


TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER 


| | ad | HAVE COMMANDED YOU. AND BEHOLD | AM WITH 
YOU ALL DAYS. EVEN TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE WORLD.” 


Father Didacus shown here with 
two Catholic Japanese children 
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Proud parents watching their children entering St. Joseph’s School 




















CHERISHED GUEST 


(From page 8) both of you with 
the ability to experience and express 
this rich emotion. 

For rich the emotion of love as- 
suredly is. Says Thomas a Kempis in 
The Imitation of Chirst: “Nothing is 
sweeter than love, nothing stronger, 
nothing higher, nothing wider, noth- 
ing more pleasant, nothing fuller or 
better in heaven or in earth; for love 
is born of God, and cannot rest but 
in God, above all created things.” 

Perhaps your temperament lends it- 
self to more philosophic thoughts. 
Your sense of wonder for God may be 
exceeded only by profoundest admira- 
tion for an intelligence that could 
conceive and direct the universe. 
Countless stars-many dwarfing the 
earth in size—wheel through the far- 
thest reaches of space, and yet each 
star turns not a millimeter in its orbit 
except through the will of the Su- 
preme Engineer. 

If such is your temperament, then 
perhaps you may find your easiest 
approach to the love of a personalized 
God in the Infant of Prague. For 
nearly 300 years the world has known 
of the statue of the Little King, royal- 
ly robed and crowned, with His right 
hand raised in blessing, his left hand 
supporting the globe. The globe, of 
course, symbolizes countless constella- 
tions, as the hand that holds it sym- 
bolizes sovereign rule, for universes 
are controlled not by the Creator's 
hand but by the simplest fiat of will. 

“The more you honor Me, the moré 
I will bless you,” said Christ the 
King. Pay homage, then, to the King 
of Kings; not, necessarily, to the image 
of the Ruler who declared, “I shall 
make heaven my throne, and the earth 
my footstool,” but to the Little King 
of Prague, whose small right hand you 
might so easily slip into your own. 

Or your temperament may be such 
that your feelings gravitate to somber 
scenes. You need not have been a 
nurse or doctor or priest to have seen 
another suffering anguish, even unto 
death. If that person was one close, 
you know how soul-searing was the 
emotion. Again it is only necessary 
that the emotion be recalled, the iden- 
tification transferred, and the realiza- 
tion added that the anguish was 
endured for love of you. Gethsemene 
and Calvary then take on a sense of 
intimacy and reality that is gripping. 

Thus God may be visualized in a 
myriad roles to appeal to a myriad 
emotional preferences in men. Few 
indeed would remain unaware of such 
innate preference if only, of a quiet 
hour of a dedicated evening, they 
would let their individual emotional 
makeup speak. 

Once the 


conducive image is 
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chosen, it is necessary that the rela- 
tionship be cultivated constantly. 
Place the image of your preference on 
the bureau or dressing-table; in your 
study or sewing-room. Carry a minia- 
ture picture or image in your wallet 
or purse. Learn a simple, intimate 
prayer that will enable you to realize 
you are murmuring to a baby, profes- 
sing to a lover, eulogizing a king, 
commiserating with one suffering unto 
death. You may find your prayer in- 
spired, regardless of your emotional 
predilection, by the reading of St. 
Augustine’s Confessions, and Thomas 
a Kempis on Divine love. 

As a man feels, so does he act. For 
the great acts in a man’s physical life 
derive not from reason, but from feel- 
ing. So let it be also in your spiritual 
life. Learn to love God with a feeling 
that is strong because it is intimate— 
and the moment will surely come 
when God will warmly and richly re- 
ward that intimacy. 





MADONNA OF GRAYMOOR 
(From page 6) weapons in the 
world can work this victory. 

This July 9, the feast of Our Lady 
of the Atonement, is a very important 
day in the Society of the Atonement. 
It stresses Mary’s role in the sacrifice 
of Calvary and her part in the unity 
of men with Christ. It assures us that 
Mary is Our Lady of Unity and that 
through her intercession other sheep 
shall be brought to the Fold of Peter. 
For as Fr. Jean Danielou has ob- 
served: “...the presence of Mary is 
a pledge and a promise that the Holy 
Spirit is coming soon, that the infidels 
will be converted, and I am most pro- 
foundly convinced—that there will be 
unity among Christians.” It commem- 
orates Father Paul’s discovery of the 
Name Texts of the Society of the 
Atonement in a most striking way on 
July 9, 1893. Further, it is a day of 
thanksgiving for having such a Mother 
ind being allowed to observe such a 
feast in her honor; it is a day of 
prayer to beg for the grace of unity 
for those within the fold, that they 
may preserve in it, for those outside, 
that they may come to possess it. It 
is a day of love to honor the Queen 
and Mother who holds undisputed 
sway over the hearts of those dedi- 
cated to her. 

We are confident that our Atone- 
ment Mother will bless in a special 
way all those who love and venerate 
her under the new title of Atone- 
ment. For she is the Madonna of 
Graymoor, venerated not just as my 
Lady, but as Our Lady, desiring with 
all a Mother’ love to give blessings 
to her children, especially those of 
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the soul—and what is more precious 
than the gift of faith for those with- 
out it, and an increase of grace for 
those already united to Our Lord? 
\s we honor Mary under the title of 
the Atonement we should pray to her 
on her feast day and every day: “O 
God, who didst deign that we Thy 
children should invoke our Mother 
Mary by a new title, grant that 
through her powerful intercession we 
may obtain the fulness of Thy bless- 
ings through the Atonement of Jesus 
Christ Thy Son Our Lord. Amen.” 
prayer from Litany of Our Lady of 
the Atonement). t 





THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

(From page 7) it signifies the price 
of redemption more than anything 
else does. Perhaps this is one of the 
reasons why Our Lord in His infinite 
wisdom and mercy purchased our 
redemption in this way. When we 
bring to mind the Precious Blood we 
see in a very distinct and unforget- 
table way how awful and hideous sin 
is to demand such a payment and 
also how loving and merciful Our 
Saviour is to offer it. 

Why have a devotion to the Pre- 
cious Blood? 

In the house of Simon the Pharisee 
Our Lord once told a story of two men 
who were absolved from their debts. 
One had owed more than another. 
Our Lord then asked Simon who 
loved more. Simon answered rightly 
that the one who had been forgiven 
the greater debt. 

By the shedding of His Precious 
Blood Our Saviour obtained for all 
of us the repeal of the greatest pen- 
alty: the prohibition by which we 
were barred from entering heaven. 
He also obtained for us the forgive- 
ness of sins, freedom from slavery 
to Satan, graces without number, and 
the freedom and light of the children 
of God. How grateful we should be! 
How much we should love because 
of the great love shown toward us! 
What devotion we should have toward 
the Precious Blood through which 
we have received such benefits. 

There is another reason why we 
should have a tender and lively de- 
votion to the Precious Blood. Now- 
adays there are many novenas and 
devotions to various saints. This is 
reasonable. God has seen fit to allow 
various favors to come through the 
intercession of His holy ones for His 
greater glory. But all petitions are an- 
swered only through the merits of 
Christ gained by His Precious Blood. 
In a sense, therefore, devotion to the 
Precious Blood is the heart and basis 
for all requests (Cont. on page 20) 














Significant ...not superficial ...a beautiful gold leaf 
certificate and a picture of St. Francis embracing the 
crucified Christ beautifully printed in four colors and 
enclosed in a gold stamped maroon double folder that 
has the soft-like feeling of kid leather 











P GRAYMOOR 
urvatorial Society 
An ideal way in which to help your 
beloved dead is by enrolling them in the 
Graymoor Purgatorial Society. The living 
may also be enrolled and participate 
in the spiritual benefits during life 
and after death. These benefits are: 
Remembrance in three thousand masses 
offered yearly for Purgatorial members and 


a remembrance in thirty thousand other masses, also 
in the prayers and spiritual works of the Friars 








PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 


Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, New York Full payment $ ___ Partial payment $s 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as ' have indicated below: 
Living . —_— 
ei Single membership $5.00 Deceaseu Family membership—Living and Deceased—$25.00 
Send to . Enrolled by __ = - Bs 
Street Street - — - —_ 
City_ a Zone____ State City EE? Sl _ State_ 
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It is the vital duty of 
Christian Citizenship 


to read and read... 


The Moral 
Obligation 
of Voting 


by TITUS CRANNY, S.A. (m.a.,5.1.0. 


Rector, Atonement Seminary 


For religious, clergy, 
and interested laity. 
For the seminary, 
college, and university 
library. Special 
treatment of obligation 
of voting from 
writings of the Popes, 
members of the 
hierarchy 


and theologians. 
$2.00 per copy 


Order from: 
Fr. Titus, S.A. 


Atonement Seminary, 
Washington 17, D.C. 
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THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
(From page 18) for aid made to God 
through the intercession of the saints. 

Moreover, redemption came through 
the offering of the Precious Blood. 
This was one of the greatest of 
possible gifts that God could give 
to the human race. Through the 
same Precious Blood we can gain one 
of the greatest graces that can come 
to an individual—final perseverence 
hy which he will be enabled to save 
his soul. 

Why should we have a devotion 
to the Precious Blood? Let us ask 
rather, how can we not have a devo- 
tion to the Precious Blood? “We, 
therefore, beseech Thee, O Lord, save 
Thy servants whom Thou hast re- 
deemed through Thy Precious Blood.” 





KEY TO CONVERSIONS? 

(From page 13) most used is YOU. 
The average Catholic seldom gives 
much serious thought to the impor- 
tant part he plays, or at least should 
play, in this business of bringing 
Christ and His Word to the world. 
More than anyone or anything else, 
God channels His gift of faith through 
individual Catholics. He may use you 
individually and personally, such as 
by the good example in Christian 
living you give to those with whom 
you come in contact. He may use your 
unselfish joy at another's success, 
your sympathetic sorrow at your 
fellow’s trials and sufferings, your 
spirit of prayer in the midst of life’s 
duties, your clean language, your de- 
votion to modesty and purity even in 
the face of the laughs and jibes of 
the impure. 

If you allow Him to, God would 
often use you indirectly to effect con- 
versions, using your initiative and 
enthusiasm for spreading His Word. 
That is what Monsignor Smith meant 
when he wrote the statement given 
above. Just about the best all-around 
way to spread and publicize God's 
Word today is through the Catholic 
printed word. Literacy is at an all- 
time high in this country, and people 
read millions of words every day. God 
often uses the Catholic printed word 
to bring about conversions. But peo- 
ple must know the Catholic Church 
and what she teaches if that first 
spark of faith is to be planted, and 
later kindled into flame by God's 
grace. 

The Catholic press has gone a long 
way in the past few years. All the 
most modern methods are being used 
by it to make God’s Word appealing 
to the senses and the heart. No Cath- 
olic has need to apologize for the 
appearance of any product of the 





Catholic press. Almost every one of 
them is served to the public in as 
appetizingly modern a dish as today’s 
craftsmanship can make it. But not 
one of these beautiful pieces of Cath- 
olic literature will ever do any good 
unless they are taken off the shelves 
of the manufacturers by enthusiastic 
Catholic publicity apostles who love 
Christ and want to see the whole 
world love Him too. In other words, 
our Catholic people must resolve here 
and now to start being Catholic press 
apostles and missionaries of the print 
ed word. 

Look at it this way: there are ap- 
proximately 30 million Catholies in 
the United States, out of an estimated 
150 million population. Now, sup- 
posing every week each of those 30 
million Catholics would spend 5¢ 
(yes, I said five cents) on a pamphlet 
or an extra copy of a Catholic news 
paper, and give it, or mail it to some- 
one else, no matter whom. Every 
week, there would be an extra 30 mil- 
lion pieces of Catholic literature 
going the rounds in our land. In a 
year's time, there would be over a 
billion and a half pieces explaining 
Christ’s Word, reaching practically 
every one of the inhabitants of the 
United States. This in addition to the 
regular supply of Catholic papers, 
books, magazines, pamphlets and leaf- 
lets being bought and distributed each 
week as it is. Surely, in the light of 
these figures, Monsignor Smith’s state- 
ment could surely find fulfillment, 
because once the world learns from 
Catholic sources just what a_ holy 
and divine institution the Catholic 
Church really is, millions of individ- 
uals will beseech God for the gift of 
faith so that they can be received 
safely into the bosom of the True 
Fold. 

Many Catholics probably do not 
realize how easy, and inexpensive, it 
can be to engage in this important 
work of Catholic Action. For them 
and for others, I would like to list 
briefly proved methods of dissemi- 
nating Catholic literature so that it 
will fall into the hands of non-Cath- 
olics and fallen-away Catholics. These 
methods are all in use today by Cath- 
olic press apostles scattered in every 
city. Every Catholic should make it 
his business to work at God’s business. 
Here are some methods: 

1. After reading copies of your 
weekly Catholic newspaper, Catholic 
magazines, pamphlets, leaflets, ete. 
hand them to a neighbor, or leave 
them on _ buses, trains, streetcars, 
depots, barber shops, doctors’ offices, 
and any other place your own in- 
genuity might suggest. So some of 
them will prob- (Cont. on page 22) 

































Kindness 1n the Home 


THe om that makes the wheels of 
home life run smoothly is kindness. 

A large percentage of today’s homes 
are unhappy for the simple reason 
that the people who live in them for 
get to be kind to one another. 
Children are selfish, demanding, un- 
reasonable; parents are impatient and 
irritable. The cause of the troubled 
conditions is often the direct result 
of their thoughtlessness and unkind- 
ness toward one another. 

The thousands upon thousands of 
fine young couples who are now rear- 
ing their little families have a great 
opportunity to keep their homes truly 
happy through the practice of the 
virtue of kindness. They can set their 
children an example of lasting benefit 
if they make it a point to speak kind- 
ly. at all times, to one another; to be 





unfailingly considerate and thought- 
ful. 

These are small things. They cost 
nothing. Yet they make for greater 
happiness in the home than anything 
else — except prayer. They are based 
upon the example set by the Great 
Teacher — Jesus Christ — Who was 
never too tired nor too busy to deal 
kindly with those about Him. 

Little children learn kindness from 
their parents. They are pleased to 
hear their father speak kindly to their 
mother. If they see their mother “put 
herself out” to make an extra fine 
dessert for the evening meal, in spite 
of the fact that she has had a very 
busy day, they are impressed. They, 
too, will try to do something kind for 
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one another and for their parents. 

This is especially true of the child 
of three or four years. He is eager to 
learn. All day, his little eyes and ears 
are on the alert to see and hear new 
things. He gains knowledge as he in- 
creases in strength, weight and height. 

It is for his parents to decide 
whether he will be a kind, thoughtful 
little boy or a spoiled, selfish young- 
ster. If he sees his parents treat each 
other with unfailing kindness and 
consideration, he will treat his small 
sister in the same manner. He will 
speak kindly to her—instead of yelling 
when she takes his toys or looks at 
his picture book. 

Later, when he plays with other 
children, he will be kind to them— 
for kindness has become a part of his 
life. From a_ practical standpoint, 
kindness is invaluable to children be- 
cause, when they nlav with others, 
they will avoid much of the bickering 
and fighting that is the bane of most 
neighborhoods. The kind child will 
not “step on the toes” of his play- 
mates. He will share things and will 
also give in to others from time to 
time instead of demanding his own 
way. These characteristics will not 
only make him popular in the neigh- 
borhood—but they will prevent many 
of the blows and injuries that children 
suffer when they get on one another's 
nerves and “slug it out.” 

Catholic parents owe it to them- 
selves and to their children to bring 
kindness into their homes. Catholic 
mothers, who are with their pre- 
school children so many hours of the 
day, can give them a splendid exam- 
ple in right living by endeavoring to 
speak kindly and to act in a kind 
manner, no matter how often patience 
and tempers are tried. 

The mother who strives to be kind 
will address her children in a gentle 
voice—and she will have the pleasure 
of getting a kind answer. Everyone 
who has handled children—teachers, 
doctors, nurses—and above all, priests, 
—know that a child invariably reacts 
to kindness by discarding stubborn- 
ness and meanness and by quickly 
giving cooperation. 

The home that is built upon Chris- 
tian principles, is the home wherein 
kindness is an everyday affair—and 
not reserved for company. It is the 
home where conversation is charit- 
able, where kind interpretations are 
put upon the actions of people, and 
where even just criticism is kindly. 

But —kindness cannot become a 
part of one’s life just overnight. It 
takes constant practice to achieve a 
state of mind that is habitually kind 
in its thoughts, and that gives out- 
ward expression in soft-spoken words, 
unselfish deeds and charitable judg- 
ments. 
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KEY TO CONVERSIONS? 

(From page 20) ably be thrown away, 
or torn up, or otherwise destroyed 
So what? There will be a goodly 
number that will do God’s work, and 
you indirectly will have a major share 
in the good thus done. 

2. Pick names at random from the 
telephone directory, and mail them 
a pamphlet or other Catholic litera- 
ture. In line with this, a friend of 
mine regularly sends pamphlets on the 
Catholic doctrine of Purgatory and 
life after death to survivors of de- 
ceased persons whose names are in 
the daily papers. 

3. Ask your Catholic friends, or 
a Catholic society you may belong 
to, to give you their Catholic papers 
etc. so that you can see to it per- 
sonally that they are put out into the 
world to do the work for which they 
were manufactured. 

4. Buy Catholic books for you 
public library, or at least ask, and 
get your friends to ask, for Catholic 
books. If requests are continual and 
numerous, more Catholic books will 
be placed on library shelves, where 
non-Catholies will see them and read 
them. Your public library will wel- 
come subscriptions to Catholic maga 
zines too. So would friends of yours, 
missionaries, and others you might 
think of. 

5. Read Catholic books yourself, 
and recommend them, or loan them, 
to others. A Catholic I know, after 
having a friendly discussion on re- 
ligion with non-Catholic or religiously 
ignorant Catholic friends, buys them 
an inexpensive paper-covered book of 
instructions on the Faith from his 
local Catholic book store. Such a book 
can be had for 75¢ to $1.00. 

6. An inexpensive way to spread 
God’s Word is by means of the leaf 
let. There are some dandy _ leaflets 
being printed today, and the beauty 
part of them is that they're so cheap, 
so easy to carry in your purse oF 
pocket, yet can do so much good. The 
Vista Maria Press, 8 West 17th St.. 
New York 11, N.Y. has a line of 
some 80 different leaflets. More than 
two million of these have already 
been distributed by Catholic leaf- 
leteers. Get a pack of their leaflets, 
or others, and distribute them all over, 
even house to house. Christ must be 
made known more and more and 
more. 

Other ways of spreading God’s Word 
will suggest themselves to you if you 
are anxious to spread God’s King- 
dom in the hearts of men. For ex- 
ample, among books usually found at 
auctions, place a Catholic book or 
pamphlet. Then, whoever gets the 
hooks on the (Cont. on page 24) 
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True Tales of the Outdoors (1): It was 
fall in northern Alberta, binders hum- 
ming by day, frost on the north side 
of trees in the mornings. And my broth- 
er Jim and I, barely into our teens, 
hunting around the Paddle River with 
a .22. 

We had become like Indians in our 
stealth, our ability to approach a rapid 
where some wild ducks might be feed- 
ing. A favorite spot was a deep pool 
beneath a_ spruce-lined cutbank; and 
this day, as we slipped through the 
flaming foliage, an enormous bird took 
to the air—not in swift climbing strokes 
like a mallard, but ponderously and 
with gauche motion. Its long legs were 
stretched out to the full, and from its 
great long neck came what I remember 
as “trumpeting” snorts of fear. 

Jim and I thought it was a Canada 
Goose (which rarely stopped at the 
river, preferring the big lakes for feed- 
ing and rest); and loath to let it go, I 
aimed the .22, not hoping to hit it, and 
pulled the trigger. But my aim was 
deadly. The bird seemed to fall down 
backwards in a heap into the river. It 
managed to cripple over to the bank, 
then the long neck fell forward in 
death. 

Excited though we were, neither Jim 
nor I had any idea of the drama we 
had accidentally participated in that day. 
We didn’t even know what we had 
shot. Certainly it was no goose, for 
it had no webs on its long-toed feet. 
When we held the bird up, it stood 
higher than a grown man, with a wing 
spread over ten feet. It had a bare, 
bright-red head, yellow beak and white 
plumage. For its size, it was a very 
skinny bird. 

We got a lesson from our parents 
on killing a bird that was no use to us, 
but the greatest shock was not to come 
until we reached manhood. That day, 
however, a neighbor driving by in- 
formed us exactly what we had killed. 

“Land o’ Goshen, boys,” he exclaimed, 
“when I first came to this country in 
1905, I used to see thousands of those 
birds going south each fall. Could hear 
their whooping for miles, even over the 
north wind.” 

You guessed it. We'd shot a whoop- 


ing crane, today one of the world’s rarest 
birds. Only 30-some are left, and there 
have been three mortalities (one young 
and two old birds) ‘in the last year. 
Every time I think of that fall day now, 
my heart grows as heavy as the land- 
scape getting ready for winter's rest. 
Reply to A Lady: The other day, a 
magazine editor sent me the first letter 
received “panning” MR. OUTDOORS. 
The anonymous lady writer remarked 
that while the column was undoubtedly 
of great interest to men and seemed 
remarkably authentic in its nature lore, 
she wondered how we could ever ex- 
pect our children to grow up practising 
love and mercy when such columns 
taught boys the best way to trap little 
furbearers. 

Now this is the type of letter that 
affects me deeply, which is why I 
reply to it here. The lady mentioned 
that St. Francis so loved wild life that 
he called the lowly worm “Brother.” 
That is true. But I am going to try 
to justify MR. OUTDOORS here, only 
because I think that what she brings 
up is vitally important. 

Today, men kill and maim men. All 
outdoorsmen I have ever known have 
been of a type getting rarer in this 
world: they understood freedom and 
cherished it, as the early American fron- 
tiersmen did; they would, at any time, 
sacrifice to the point of life itself to 
help anyone in distress; they never 
seemed to get into any trouble—with 
their neighbors, with the law, or even 
with their own families. Those that I 
have known have hunted the deer and 
trapped the mink, but it was hard for 
them (some of them could never bring 
themselves to do it) to butcher a pig 
or kill a chicken for Sunday dinner. 
They had, as I had, wild pets; and 
while we could not overcome original 
sin (as Francis of Assisi did) to the point 
where we could talk to those animals 
and understand their answers, some of 
us got mighty close to it. They were, 
and are, a rare breed—and I say it is 
because they were, or are, outdoorsmen. 

Whether we like it or not, boys are 
born with a sadistic streak that usually 
lasts until about the age of 12. They 
tie two cats together, destroy song- 


birds’ nests, pull the wings off butter- 
flies. Psychologists say this is a hang- 
over from the days when men hunted 
with stone weapons for food. The boy 
who is taught to pit his wits against 
nature stops this destructive force with- 
in himself (for instance, he wants baby 
ducks to grow up to be game ducks); 
in catching fish, he grows to dislike 
intensely the vandals who destroy pools, 
smash beaver dams, etc. Likewise, it 
is only common-sense to accept the 
fact that all of us must eat. Our food 
does include fish and flesh—and how 
it can be cruel to kill a pheasant to 
eat and not cruel to kill a pet calf, I 
shall never understand. 

God gave us dominion over nature— 
not to abuse, I grant, but to use. 
Strangely, wild game not hunted soon 
becomes disease-ridden and dies. Most 
striking instance of this is taking place 
now in Nova Scotia, where the moose 
have developed a brain “decay,” be- 
cause, for a good many years now, 
they have not been hunted and pred- 
ators are at a minimum. Every nine 
years, in northern latitudes, certain 
species of wildlife experience terrific 
cycles; their numbers rise to incredible 
heights, then overnight, they are gone 
(biologists figure the crash is caused 
by an_ ultra-violet deficiency in our 
northern sunlight). Is it wrong to “har- 
vest” these birds before nature destroys 
them? The fighting Pacific salmon come 
in from the seas, tippling and torpedo- 
ing in the river shallows, seeking the 
headwaters of the river where they 
were born. They are fighting mad— 
thrilling sport for fishing enthusiasts. 
Within weeks, every last one will have 
spawned and died. Wrong to fish them? 
St. Peter didn’t think so! In Alberta 
and elsewhere we have had a good 
lesson in what can happen when nature 
remains “unspoiled.” Because agricul- 
ture has changed the face of this con- 
tinent, forcing wildlife into crowded 
sectors, many species become overpopu- 
lated. With the drop in fur prices, trap- 
pers no longer took wolves, coyotes and 
foxes in Alberta: in the past year, we 
have had to vaccinate tens of thousands 
of dogs, as well as many human beings, 
against a deadly epidemic of rabies in 
wildlife. 

I believe, and I think I can prove, 
that the boy or man out trapping wea- 
sels is a man who learns how to think 
and do for himself. He teaches himself 
respect and mercy not only for wild- 
life, but for human life as well. He is 
not hanging around poolrooms, dingy 
cafes and public parks, exposing mind 
and body and soul to worse filth than 
we have known since the days of 
Sodom. He becomes as clean-living and 
clean-thinking as the great outdoors. 

If I did not believe so (even as I 
advocate a rise still higher—to the 
state of St. Francis of Assisi) then I 
would not be writing MR. OUTDOORS. 
I hope the lady who wrote me reads- 
and understands. 


Bet-You-Didn’t-Know-Dept.: Just behind 
the head of a had- (Cont. on page 24) 
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PARTICIPATE 
in God’s holy work! 


You CAN satisfy the charity 
burning in your heart to do all 
of these things. Perhaps, in 
justice to yourself, you feel that 
you cannot do them right now. 
But by remembering the Gray- 
moor Friars in your will you 
can accomplish all this and 
share in the rewards promised 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- 


. tian tradition of real charity by . 


sharing something with Christ, 
Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 
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in your will: 


the Friars 
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KEY TO CONVERSIONS? 
(From page 22) high bid will receive 
something really worth while with 
his bid, maybe even the precious gift 
of faith, and through YOU. 

One other method should not be 
overlooked. Prayer leaflets. Spread 
prayer leaflets everywhere. If we can 
only get more people to pray to God, 
thus acknowledging their complete 
dependence on Him, more grace and 
more blessings will come down from 
Heaven to all of us. 

Can millions of conversions result 
from such practices as these? A few 
years ago, the National Council of 
the Knights of Columbus put a lot 
of money into an experiment with 
the Catholic printed word. They ad 
vertised the teachings of the Catholic 
Church in secular papers and maga 
zines, on local and _ national levels. 
Today, the plan is no longer an ex 
periment, but a proved success. Hun 
dreds of thousands of inquiries and 
requests for pamphlets have been re 
ceived, and thousands have enrolled 
in the free correspondence course con 
nected with these ads. Hundreds ot 
conversions have already resulted 
plus the increased good will towards 
the Church which correct knowledge 
of our doctrines and practices always 
engender in men of good will. 

The K. of C. ads are a living ex 
ample of the effectiveness of spread 
ing the Word of God through the 
printed word, giving solid support to 
Monsignor Smith's contention that mil 
lions of conversions will result once 
YOU AND I go out and spread the 
Catholic printed word. t 





MR. OUTDOORS 

(From page 23) dock, one on either 
side, are two clearly-defined “finger- 
prints.” A fisherman’s thumb and fore 
finger will fit into them perfectly. Among 
the men who lower their nets into the 
deep even today, legend has it that 
Christ fed the multitude with haddock, 
which still carry the Immortal Finger- 
prints to this time....Nature has so 
equipped the bear that she can only 
suckle two cubs. What does she do 
when she has three? Alternates, of 
course!...A friend of mine tells of 
studying a she-wolf with a big litter, 
one of which was weak and puny. Every 
time Momma Wolf fed them, she cuffed 
the healthy youngsters out of reach, 
then permitted the weak one to suckle 
first. Next time you hear someone talk- 
ing of nature “taking its course”, tell 
them this story....Hydrophobia (the 
mad-dog disease, fatal to all warm- 
blooded creatures, including man) means, 
literally, water (hydro) fear (phobia). 
Because the virus paralyses brain and 
throat muscles, the animal is unable 
to swallow and literally goes mad with 
thirst at sight of (Cont. on page 28) 
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SIGN OF AUTHORITY... Last 
month Cardinal Spellman imposed the 
pallum on Archbishop O’Hara of 
Philadelphia. What is the pallium? 

The pallium is a circular woolen 
band about two inches wide, orna- 
mented with precious stones and six 
crosses. Before they are imposed upon 
anyone sacred palliums are kept in 
a special urn on the altar of St. Peter 
in St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome. They 
are made of wool taken from two 
lambs which have been blessed and 
presented to the Holy Father on the 
feast of St. Agnes. They are hand- 
woven by the nuns of St. Cecelia who 
have the care of these lambs. The 
Holy Father blesses the pallium on 
the eve of the feast of Sts. Peter 
and Paul. 

As Chief Shepherd of the Universal 
Church the Pope sends the pallium 
to Patriarchs, Primates, and Arch- 
bishops as a sign that they share in 
the Pontiff's supreme pastoral juris- 
diction. 

The pallium, then, stresses the fact 
that the recipient is the Shepherd of 
the Flock entrusted to him. He is 
reminded that he is to follow in the 
footsteps of the Good Shepherd who 
did not hesitate to lay down his life 
for his sheep. The symbolism is strik- 
ing. The pallium is made from the 
wool of lambs given to the Holy 
Father on the feast of St. Agnes 
whose name means lamb. It is blessed 
on the eve of the feast of Sts. Peter 
and Paul, the great Apostles of the 
Universal Church. 


AND CROSSBONES? ... Why is St. 
Catherine of Siena, like so many other 
saints, pictured with a skull? 
Because the skull is the symbol of 
death and a reminder that all things 
of this life, wealth, power, fame, pleas- 
ure pass away. The saints realized 
this fact and often meditate on it. 
They led their lives for God and eter- 
nity and that is why they are saints. 


INFANT BAPTISM ... Why do Cath- 
olics give the sacrament of Baptism 
to infants who do not know what is 
happening to them? There is no men- 
tion of baptizing infants in the Bible. 

Catholics baptize infants even 
though they do not know they are 
receiving the Sacrament because that 
is the tradition handed down from 





of 


\postolic times. In other words. it 
was always done even in the time of 
the Apostles. Origen, one of the very 
early writers says, “The Church re- 
ceived from the Apostles the tradition 
of giving baptism to infants.” St. Au- 
gustine says, “This the Church always 
had, always held; this she received 
from the faith of our ancestors; this 
she perseveringly guards even to the 
end.” 





To say that infant baptism is not 
mentioned in the Bible is not true. 
It is true that there is no mention 
made of the baptism of a specific 
child but consider the following quo- 
tations. “She was baptized, and her 
(Acts xvi,15) “Himself 
was baptized, and all his house im- 
mediately.” (Acts xvi,33) I baptized 
the household of Stephanus. (1 Cor., 


household” 


il6) Certainly children and infants 
are included in the words, ‘household’ 
and ‘house.’ 

When our Blessed Lord declared 
that is was necessary to be born again 
of water and the Holy Ghost to enter 
into the Kingdom of God his law ap 
plies to infants as well as to adults. 
The words of Our Lord include all 
who have a right to this Kingdom. 
And children certainty have such a 
right. 


WORLD POPULATION ... How was 
the world populated? Whom did 
Adam and Eve’s children marry? 

God created Adam and Eve and 
gave them the command to populate 
the earth. Adam and Eve had chil- 
dren, many children the best known 
of whom are Cain and Abel. Adam 
and Eve also had daughters. Cain 
and Abel and the other sons of Adam 
and Eve married their sisters. This 
was permitted at that time by AIl- 
mighty God because it was only in 
that way that the world could be 
populated. All men and women now 
living all over the world are, therefore, 
descendants of Adam and Eve. 


UNBAPTIZED PEOPLE... Will un- 
baptized people go to Heaven? 
You have to make a_ distinction 


here. There are three kinds of bap- 


THAT 
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tism, baptism of water, baptism of 
blood, and baptism of desire. Baptism 
of water is the baptism received as a 
Sacrament; baptism of blood is the 
obtaining of the grace of justification 
by suffering martyrdom for the faith 
of Christ; baptism of desire is given 
to those people who sincerely desire 
to do the will of God, but who do not 
have the opportunity of receiving the 
baptism of water. 

Now if a person receives any one 
of these three kinds of baptism he 
can, if he leads a good life, enter 
into Heaven. If he receives no kind 
of baptism at all, he cannot. Infants, 
and children’) who have not yet 
reached the age of reason cannot enter 
Heaven unless they are baptised. The 
Holy Innocents, who were killed by 
Herod in place of Christ, received 
the baptism of blood. 

Those who die without baptism 
of any kind go to Limbo when they 
die. Limbo is a place of complete 
natural happiness. The souls in Limbo 
are completely happy. However, they 
do not see God face to face and they 
do not enjoy the supernatural happi- 
ness of Heaven. 

Of course, an adult who receives no 
kind of baptism at all and who leads 
a very wicked life will go to Hell. 


WHY MISSIONARIES ...If pagans 
and heathens go to Heaven why do 
missionaries go to foreign fields? 

For several reasons. First Christ 
commanded it, “Going, therefore, 
teach ye all nations, baptising them.” 
Then to teach the pagans how to 
live. Then to bring them the sacra- 
ments. 

While it is true that good pagans 
can obtain the baptism of cesire, 
and can lead good and holy lives, 
and can obtain Heaven, yet it is also 
true that without the help of God's 
grace and the Sacraments this is an 
extremely difficult thing to do. Pagans 
live in such an environment that it is 
more likely they would serve the devil 
than that they would serve God. It 
is to save them and to make their 
salvation sure that missionaries go 


ind bring them the message of Christ 


+ 


ALL MAY BE ONE 


- The Lamp - 25 


¢ Lamp 




















| XJ 


* 
* 
— 
asi 
—_ 

acid 
_—_— 
ae 
—_— 
ae 
— 
oe 
—_ 
7% 
= 
(# 
—_— 


x 


JRJ¥S® 


’ 
* 


J 


Je IPRS IR SRS PES 


a PS 


Je J¥S¥S 


x 


\ 


> 


zal 


9° 


SSP Pe PS 


ie 


AGAIN: 


ST 
award 


for religious 








radio —— 


Ave | ‘Maria’ 


>papio HouR’S> 





g 


The Ave Maria Hour was given Ist Award for Religious Radio Programs heard 
nationally at the Seventeenth American Exhibition of Educational Radio and TV 
Programs at Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. The exhibition covers all types 
of educational work done in the communication field. 


CITATION 


“For excellent series planning and standards to convey a bold reli- 
gious message of interest to all classes. Frank and commendable effort 
in facing common problems of our day — with no punches pulled on 
delicate subjects. Professional production and suitability for audience 
makes this program outstanding. Definitely ... good radio.” 


The Ave Maria Hour has always striven to present the most excellent dramatization 
possible. Our directors and professional people have kept the goal of excellence 
before them for the 19 years we have been on the air. 
for us to aim for even higher achievement. 

The Ave Maria Hour is a weekly half-hour radio drama produced by the Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Atonement at Graymoor, Garrison, New York. The usual format 
is to tell the story of a Saint or other hero of God as a means for encouraging lis- 
teners to follow the Will of God in hope and confidence. 

The weekly dramas are at present being heard on more than 350 stations in 
the United States and on more than 300 stations overseas through the facilities 
of the Armed Forces Radio Service. Consult your newspaper for station and time 


in your locality or write to Fr. Director, S.A. AVE MARIA HOUR, Graymoor, 
Garrison, N. Y. 


This award is an incentive 
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Dear Lynn, 
I hope you don’t mind my informality 


but I find it much easier to write a 
letter if I don’t have to be formal. I 
read your article in Tue Lamp and 


thought I would like to make your ac- 
quatntance, 

I am a young lady of 18 years and 
stand 5 ft., 2 in. from the floor if I 
stand very straight. I have brown eyes 
to match my hair and I have a physical 
handicap. When I was three years old 
I contracted polio and now I am left 
with its after-effects, which is a_ stiff 
leg which causes me to walk with a limp. 
My everlasting faith in our Blessed 
Mother has made it possible to lead a 
normal life. I graduated from elementary 
school in 1948 and received a few 
honors. 1 managed to graduate this past 
June from high school and I am proud 
to say received several honors also. I 
thank God for His help. 

Lynn, my problem is one that every 
handicapped person is faced with: that 
of self-consciousness. I am not conscious 
of my handicap until people start to 
stare or glance at my leg. For example: 
I might be having a wonderful time at 
a dance and then I catch some fella 
or girl looking at my limp or leg and I 
feel self-conscious for the rest of the 
dance. Can you help me? 

I am looking forward with eager anti- 
cipation to your reply to my letter. Until 
I hear from you, I'll remain 

Always, 

Fran 
WELL, TEENS, there’s Fran’s problem. 
It’s pretty rugged to always be feel- 
ing self-conscious, isn’t it? In your 
imagination, you distort the slightest 
glance or word and life becomes a 
continual round of embarrassments. 
Just about the time you decide people 
have accepted you as you are, some- 
one stares or asks an irritating ques- 
tion. Then, plunk! Your self-confidence 
sags to zerol 


by LYNN ALEXANDER 
1606 Birch St., Grand Prairie, Texas 





























us who are self-con 
scious about a handicap, it comes as 
a remarkable surprise that actually 
everyone is handicapped. Some handi 
caps include lack of education, others 
pertain to home and background, still 
others concern oul personal appear- 


lo those of 


ance. But in reality, each of us is 
handicapped in some way! And none 
of us is exempt from the self-aware- 
ness that accompanies that handicap! 

Take a look at some of the out- 
standing personalities in the world. 
Theodore Roosevelt was physically 
handicapped, as was the late Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. Undoubtedly Mrs. 
FDR would admit to being handi- 
capped upon occasion by her obvious 
lack of facial beauty. (Having met 
Mrs. Roosevelt, I can vouch that her 
charm and winning personality are 
far more of an asset than glamor!) 
Mamie Eisenhower is self-conscious 
about her extremely high forehead— 
thus, the bangs. Abraham Lincoln 
was handicapped throughout his life 
by lack of formal education and an 
awkwardness in the social graces. 
Mrs. Frank Sinatra and Mrs. Jack 
Benny underwent nose surgery to re- 
fashion their noses. And remember 
the giant of a man who was so popu- 
lar in the movies who dieted himself 
to death? Mickey Rooney has always 
been self-conscious about his lack of 
stature and many of his impetuous 
acts can be attributed to that sense 
of deficiency. 

Anything which tends to make us 
different from what we consider 
“average” can be a constant source 
of misery. In my own neighborhood, 
one girl is pitifully handicapped by 
poor English. Having quit school in 
the fourth grade, she failed to receive 


sufficient training and constantly feels 
inferior to her friends. A boy feels 
handicapped because he came from 
a farm. A newly-wed is self-conscious 
because she was reared in an orphan- 
age. An elderly Sister at the convent 
is shy because she is afraid people 
will be offended by her German ac- 
cent. A thirteen-year-old is never at 
ease because she is overweight. 

I too have had my _ handicaps— 
plenty of them! During the early teens 
I resembled a pillow with a sash 
around the middle. I just couldn't 
steer clear of those chocolate fudge 
sundaes! I dreaded joining the gang 
for swimming. I imagined all sorts 
of cruel remarks behind my ample 
back. (I am now a trim 108—nature’s 
doing, not mine!) During the mid- 
teens, I was bothered by the fact 
that my hair was too curly. I could 
never wear the latest hair styles or 
achieve that neatly-coiffured look of 
my girlfriends. (My hair is now satis- 
factory.) In high school, I was kidded 
about “baby talk”, something entirely 
unintentional on my part because I 
wasn’t even aware of it. (Two years 
of debate eliminated that handicap. 
Because of the interest engendered 
during that speech training, I attained 
a college degree in Speech.) 

My present handicap is one front 
tooth filling that won't sparkle. It 
has discolored and because it has been 
refilled several times, the dentist is 
reluctant to widen the filling again 
for the mere reason that I'm self- 
conscious about it. But for several 
years I carried the dread that stran- 
gers would regard my tooth as de- 
cayed and think I didn’t care whether 
I ever consulted a dentist. Often, new 
friends would ask about it. It was 
all I could do to keep from smiling 
a lop-sided smile! 

Granted, we all have something 
about our personality or physical ap- 
pearance that causes us self-conscious- 
ness. What are we going to do about 
it? First, we admit that we exaggerate 
the effect of the handicap upon 
others. In Fran’s case, it is possible 
that anyone who stares is thinking 
“Golly, I wonder what happened to 
cause the limp?” or “It’s wonderful 
how people recuperate from polio 
these days! How lucky she is to get 
out with nothing more than a limp!” 
Or again, “It’s grand to see a girl 
so graceful in spite of a limp!” 

In other words, people who stare 
are just as likely to be thinking some- 
thing very complimentary! They are 
not necessarily criticizing or belittling 
by their gaze. When Fran catches 
anyone in a frank stare, the easiest 
way to make solid friends is to ex- 
plain the limp (Cont. on page 28) 
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MR. OUTDOORS 

(From page 26) wat 1 Live fish 
sometimes come out of water wells and 
oil wells! This happened in Alberta 
several times during the past winter 
The fish are tiny stickleback (maximum 
length about three inches) which esc ape 
from lakes along underground drainage 
basins. They can live almost s x months 
in these channels—which sometimes lead 
to farmers’ wells and, more recently, 
oil wells. It still gives people a shock 
however, to find live fish floating around 
in the hors trough in the middle of 
winter! 

Family Fun — July is one month when 
everyone who can should “get away” 
to the outdoors, The berries are ripen- 
ing on the bushes; and in my boyhood 
in Alberta, the old-timers used to wel 
come them gratefully, eating them ther 
and then like any kids—they claimed 
that after a few weeks feeding on 
fresh wild fruit, their rheumatic joints 
were “loosened” miraculously. This is 
the month when the wide-eyed observer 
will see the mallard drakes (green- 
heads) huddled in the reeds, quite 
ashamed of their moulting. It is the 
ideal month for camping, and ten days 
fresh air and sun (and does your blood 
streani ever get plenty of “red cor 
puscles and oxygen” chasing around 
hillsides after the boys! will leave you 
in top shape for weeks to come. I have 
my own theory of why winters are 
“hard” on peopl and summers such 
blessed relief—and science is backing 
me up. In winter, you stay indoors 
(even though the air is fresher and 
cleaner) and your body, from your 
bloodstream to your kidneys, becomes 
sluggish, tired and rundown. In sum 
mer, even though the air is dirtier 
and the heat stifling, you breathe for 
a change—you get outside enough, so 
that you eat decent meals and pass by 
many a cigarette and cup of coffee 
and as a consequence, vou feel fine 
One fellow who “adopted” this column 
somewlhit skeptically savs Gillese could 
start a “naturopath” system of healing! 
(Gillese doubts it.) The new discipl 
gineerly tried a few “suggestions” (such 
as a walk outdoors every winter's day 
and is raving with enthusiasm. He did 
startle me a bit by. stating that in 
previous winters, he never drank a 
glass of water from November until 
April. IT was about to ask him what 
he did drink, but he cut off my wit 
and humor. “Cotfee, coffee, coffee.” 
Parting Postscript: A few people (wom 
en) have reminded me to be sure to 
put in these postscripts about “the kids.” 
Well I have omitted them during 
the spring months in a spirit of Chris 
tian charity. Pat and Tim, in the afore 
mentioned months, consider as tops in 
earthly paradises a great dirty mucky 
mudhole, preferably one that comes 
up to their waists. Now, however, they 
are giving Grandma the old soft-soapiny 
for a good holiday to the farm, and 
Grandma, sucker that she is, is weaken- 
ing. Even Mary-Ann (still my angel) is 
copying the worst features of these two 
arch-sinners. She goes around calling 
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Necrology 


e May their 


souls 


rest tn peace 





We commend to the prayers of our 

readers the souls of the faithful depart- 

ed and particularly the deceased sub- 

scribers and their near relatives whose 

deaths have been reported to us last 

month, Thirty Masses will be said for 
them. 


Joseph L. Schleicher, Fran! 
Schleicher, Clara Lampron, Wil 
liam H. Johnson, James Welsh 
Hanna Hardwick, John Darcy 
Mrs. Hildegard Blackburn, Mrs 
Olga Felsman, Pauline Sarna 
Catherine McCluskey, Mary 
Lindsay, Timothy Cox, Mrs 
Timothy Cox, Joseph Manley 
Anne Cassidy, Mrs. Andrew 
Cox, Daniel J. Welsh, Mrs 
Fanny M. Spillane, Mr. Mon 
talto, Walter A. Shields, Mrs 
Thomas Joyce, Ann Merie Ci 
rier, Joseph Conrad, Marie R 
Perry, Joseph R. Perry, Mrs 
Fallon, Mary Leddy, Denis Led 
dy, Charles Blodgett, Edward 
C. Schroeder, William Skoog 
Frances Martin, Mrs. Mary 
Keefe, Catherine Irene Sullivan 
Mrs. Charlotte Driver, Rev. D1 
J. Emerie Dolan, Albert Lamore 
Henry A. Wholilian, Eugene 
Caraher, Joseph A. Connolly 
May Mangan, Arthur Tucke1 
Anthony Charamada, John J. J 
Booker, J. Roy Sheets. 
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“Gander, Gander, Gander!” in a voice 
that would melt a stone. “Gander,” in 
case you haven't caught on, is Mary- 
Ann’s word for “Grandma.” So. .. the 
better-half and I might as well go, 
too... a 





TEEN TOPICS 

(From page 27) with a little humor. 
“I tried out for football last Fall, 
Fran could say with a twinkle in her 
eye. Or she might explain, “The last 
dance I attended I danced with St. 
Mary's star tackle!” Then she might 
gently add, “No, seriously, I had polio 
when I was a child. Wasn't I the lucky 
one to emerge with nothing but a 
limp!” 

If you are not self-conscious about 
vour defect, others will ignore _ it. 
Actually, a handicap such as Fran’s 
can make new friends for her. People 
just naturally appreciate being put 
at ease by friendly understanding. 

Don’t forget, gang, to send us your 
cards and letters. We all want to meet 
you and get acquainted with our Teen 
Topic friends across the nation. Drop 
me a line: Mrs. Lynn Alexander, 1606 
Birth Street, Grand Prairie, Texas. Let 
us know what’s on vour mind and the 
topics you would like to discuss! — f 





ECHOES FROM THE INN 

(From page 11) of inspection. Some 
times he just stands with the men 
and says nothing, waiting for some 
man who does not recognize him to 
sav something. Though most of the 
men who come to The Inn are good 
men but for a human failing we 
do get our share of fakirs. However, 
Father John is wise to all the tricks 
and in his inimitable handling of 
fakirs he often “gives off" in his 
matchless repartee. As for instance, 
when one of them complained that 
he could not help in lifting an object, 
Father answered: “Well lover boy, 
I am sure you have no difficulty in 
litting a knife and fork.” And again 
when he found two of them leaning 
on their shovels “swapping tales of 
the jungles,” he informed them that 
Graymoor was already overloaded 
with beautiful statues. Or again when 
he found a group loafing, our price- 
less Father John asked: “May I help 
you gentlemen in your sublime ef- 
fort to accomplish nothing?” 

All the men know that beneath 
Father John’s breast there beats a 
heart of gold. The good he has done 
for many men is known only in the 
land beyond the stars. I hope this 
answers the question: “How do you 
manage to keep so many men busy?” 
If not, it has at least given to pos- 
terity a record of what Father John 
does. 














Sixth Printing 





Encouraged by the rapid spread of 

the Octave’s observance throughout the 
world, Father Paul asked the Holy See to 
make it “binding for the whole 

church.” His request has no parallel 


in the history of the Church 


Installment 24 





The Octave Extended 
to the Universal Church 
N January, 1928, 


reporting the progress of the Octave, Father Paul wrote: 

The Octave is sweeping ahead throughout the world 
and gaining momentum as it goes. There are now about 
nine hundred and fifty (prelates) who have signed the 
petition, including three of our four American Cardinals. 
Cardinal Van Roey has just made it of obligation through- 
out Belgium; and a Jesuit Father wrote that he had dis- 
tributed 280,000 leaflets; and similar word is coming 
from all over the world. The leaflet of approved prayers 
has been translated into many languages: Hindu, Malay, 
Arabic, French, Italian, German, Dutch, ete. 

The most ardent supporters of the Octave in Rome 
were the members of the Society of Jesus. The Very 
Reverend Francis Rauch, S.J., of the German and Hun- 
garian Pontifical College, was the liaison officer between 
Graymoor and both the Papal Secretariate and the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites. Another indefatigable worker was a 
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priest of the Ruthenian Pontifical College. To this priest 
Father Paul wrote on March 30, 1929: 

Be sure to keep in step with Father Rauch, even when 
he may be hee: Mord time.... Much depends upon the 
influence and support of the General of the Jesuits, as in 
the case of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association. 
When it seemed almost defeated it was the support of 
the Jesuit General who moved the Holy Father to make 
it his own Pontifical Society. 

The Most Reverend Michel d’Herbigny, of the Oriental 
Church, advised Father Paul: “For the success of the 
Church Unity Octave, it seems important and perhaps 
necessary that there be a procurator and a procure of 
your own Congregation at Rome.” This, of course, was 
impossible at the time. Father Paul explains why, in a 
letter dated February 2, 1929, to Father Rauch, S.J.: 

We have not, as you know, any Priest of the Society 
of the Atonement to act as procurator in Rome to see this 
matter through; nor have I one that I am able to send. 
You know our Institute is still young, and although our 
seminary is full and ordinations are coming from year to 
year, still the few older Fathers must stay at their posts 
at Graymoor and Washington. Therefore, I am requesting 
you to act for me.... This is a great work, dear Father, 

ut I know you have it all so much at heart that you will 
not fail me... . : As you said, it will indeed crown my life’s 
work. Let me hear the good news soon that you... are 
getting things in hand, and that you will present the 
petition and accompanying document to the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites. 

The spiritual sons of Father Paul recognize the fact 
that they owe a great debt to the spiritual sons of St. 
Ignatius Loyola for their great loyalty and devotion to 
Father Paul in his old age, and to the Octave in its youth. 
For these kindnesses may the Jesuits be forever blessed. 

Father Paul's petition to the Holy Father read: 

PETITION CONCERNING THE CHURCH Unity OcTAVE 
Most Hoty FATHER: 

The undersigned, Paul James Francis, Superior Gener.il 
and Founder of the Society of the Atonement, at Gray- 
moor, in the Archdiocese of New York instituted, humbly 
prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, humbly sets forth 
and with filial devotion asks that which follows concern- 
ing the Octave of Prayers for the Unity of the Church. 
This same Octave took its humble beginning in our Com- 
munity even before, through the mercy of God, we 
were received all at one time, into the bosom of the 
Church. Also later by the Supreme Pontiff Pope Pius X 
it was praised, and was again commended by Pope Ben 
edict XV, and by him subsequently enriched with indul 
gences. 

It is now observed increasingly each year in nearly 
all parts of the Catholic world with fervor and piety, 
from the Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter at Rome, 
January 18th, to the day of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
January 25th, inclusively. The intention of this pious ob 
servance being that all wanderers may return to the Unity 
of the Church and all unbelievers be led to the light of 
the Gospel, which intention, as all know and rejoice, is 
pleasing to Your Holiness. 

In order that this pious practice may in the future be 
more universally and firmly established, and by that 
means its end more efficaciously obtained, very many of 
the holy Bishops throughout the world to the number 
twelve hundred, and more particularly the Hierarchy of 
the United States by unanimous vote in Washington 
assembled on November 14, 1928, giving voice to their 
desires most ardently hope that Your Holiness confirming 
and supplementing the Apostolic Brief of Pope Benedict 
XV “Romanorum Pontificum” dated February 25, 1916, by 
your supreme Apostolic Authority will deign not only to 
commend this Octave of Prayers to the Universal Church 
by some solemn document, but also to prescribe in what 
way it may be everywhere observed. Among the pe- 
titioners are twenty-five Cardinals, headed by His Emi- 
nence, our Cardinal Archbishop of New York, many Su- 
periors of Religious Communities and their subjects, with 
almost innumerable of the faithful of Christ. 


Therefore, fortified by the prayers of so many pe- 
titioners and by them asked to present the same in their 
name, not less than in my own and those of my associates. 
to the Apostolic and Infallible Chair of Peter, with con- 
fidence | approach the Supreme Vicar of Christ on earth, 
who labors with indefatigable solicitude for this, that there 
may be one Fold and one Shepherd, and to him we dare 
spread forth these most tee prayers: 

1, That the Feasts of the Chair of Saint Peter at Rome 
(18th January) and of the Conversion of Saint Paul 
(25th January) be raised to a double rite of the Second 
Class for the Universal Church, so that in no place and 
at no time may it be omitted. 

2. That from the 18th to the 25th of January it may 
be permitted to priests every day, except Sunday, to 
celebrate the votive Mass Ad Tollendum Schisma, ac- 
cording to the same general rule that it is permitted to 
celebrate a Mass of the Feria in Lent ad ibitum when 
there does not occur a feast of the first or second class. 

3. That during the Octave in all Masses not that of 
Ad Tollendum Schisma, or a Requiem Mass, a prayer of 
the same votive Mass (Ad Tollendum Schisma) is to be 
added as imperata pro re gravi. 

4. That in the Divine Office at Lauds and at Vespers 
for the whole Octave all be bound, whether privately or 
in choir, to add the proper prayers of this Octave, as 
below, according to the manner of a privileged octave 
whose commemoration is never to be omitted. These 
proper prayers are: 

(These prayers are given in Chapter XIII) 

5. That the same prayers, either in Latin or in the 
vernacular, be publicly recited after private (Low) Masses 
celebrated during the Octave, either in place of the 
customary prayers or after them; and the same be in- 
serted before the Tantum Ergo as often as Benediction 
of the Most Holy Sacrament is given within the Octave. 

6. It is strongly recommended that there be Exposi- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the day once 
within the Octave in public churches and in oratories of 
Religious Communities, the Ordinary approving. 

7. That to the indulgences by Pope Benedict XV, 
through the aforesaid Apostolic Brief “Romanorum Pon- 
tificum” already conceded. Your Holiness deign to add 
fuller spiritual graces, namely: 

(a) that a Plenary indulgence, not only once but 
twice within the Octave may be granted, that is, on both 
the Feasts of the 18th and the 25th of January; 

(b) that the prescribed prayers being recited, there 
not only be conceded an Indulgence of two hundred days 
as often as they are performed within the Octave, but one 
hundred days at any time during the year. 

That in this most auspicious fiftieth year of Your Priest- 
hood, wherein even now, the world applauding, has oc- 
curred unhoped for triumph in the Chair of Peter, Your 
Holiness would deign benevolently to receive and 
benignly to hear these most humble prayers in order 
that more quickly there may become 

“ONE FOLD AND ONE SHEPHERD” 

On the Feast of St. Anthony, June 13, 1929, the petition 
signed by over twelve hundred prelates of the world 
was presented to His Eminence Cardinal Laurenti who, at 
that time, was the Pro-Prefect of the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites, substituting for Cardinal Vico who was sick 
and infirm. The petition was signed by Cardinals, Pa- 
triarchs, Archbishops, Vicars-Apostolic, Supreme Heads of 
Religious Congregations and rectors of the Seminaries 
in Rome. This list of Bishops was larger than the list of 
Bishops who petitioned the Holy Father to institute 
the Feast of Christ the King. 

Those who presented the petition to Cardinal Lau- 
renti were the Father General of the Third Order Regular 
(Franciscan), the Very Reverend Amaldo Rigo, and Fa- 
ther Rauch, S.J. The Cardinal received the two priests 
very cordially and then said: “You ask a difficult thing.” 

However, he expressed the hope that the Holy Father 
would do something in the matter; perhaps recommend 
the Octave in a more solemn Brief or Encyclical. But he 
doubted the idea that the Pope would make the Octave 
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“binding for the whole Church” since that would be with- 
out precedent, having no parallel in the history of the 
Church 

Father Rauch then mentioned the October devotions. 
“Something of this kind may be obtained,” the Cardinal 
replied, “but, of course, even Leo XIII never speaks of 
an obligation, while the present petition goes further; for 
instance, the Commemoration in Vespers and Lauds as 
obligatory.” The Cardinal then handed all the documents 
to his secre tary, Monsignor Mariani, to be studied by the 
Consultors of the Sacred Congregation of Rites. And so 
the matter rested. 

What Father Paul asked of Rome was most unusual 
—to make the observance of the Octave obligatory upon 
the Universal Church. Rome has ever been reluctant to 
change or to add to the liturgy. A history of the develop- 
ment of the May Devotions. The Sacred Heart Devotions 
and the October Rosary Devotions proved that they were 
not prescribed by Papal Authority for all dioceses until 
the devotions had assumed an importance sufficient to 
warrant the attention of the whole Church. In matters of 
this kind the Vox Populi (Voice of the People) is im- 
portant. The May Devotions were the most rapid of the 
three in their spread. However, several centuries had to 
elapse before the Sacred Heart Devotions and the cus- 
tom of reciting the Rosary in common during the month 
of October developed from permitted to prescribed forms 
of prayer. 

Father Paul understood all these facts, but the response 
of the Bishops of the world to the observance of the Octave 
after the Society of the Atonement became Catholic so 
greatly encouraged him that he sought to have the Octave 
a prescribed form of prayer for the more speedy reunion 
of Christendom. 

The decision of the Sacred Congregation of Rites was 
finally given in June, 1930, through Monsignor Carinci, 
who was then the official Secretary of the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites. The substance of the decision was 
that Father Paul was to institute a new, more intense and 
far-reaching campaign before it could become obligatory. 
This would entail a great harvest of testimonies from 
every Bishop, every parish, every religious house, as 
well as the intense and insistent acclamation and voice 
of the Faithful in every country throughout the world. 

When Father Paul received the decision of Monsignor 
Carinci he was in the sixty-eighth year of his life. He 
had labored twenty years on the petition. Graymoor'’s 
archives were already bulging with thousands of letters, 
data, witnessings, details and proofs in various languages 
testifying to the growth of the Octave through those years. 
A monumental work had been done. It would have been 
impossible for him to undertake the campaign all over 
again and on a larger scale. 

On July 24, 1930, a priest in Rome at the Ruthenian 
Pontifical College wrote to Mother Lurana urging her to 
advise Father Paul to begin the campaign again. In an- 
swering his letter she tells of existing conditions at Gray- 
moor when she writes: 

First, Father (Paul) has not the men to delegate for 
such an extensive and prolonged affair... . ; As Father 
grows older, every moment of his time is taken up with 
the increasing responsibilities and active duties of his 
growing congregation. ... : And as the Institute is still 
young we have not anyone...who can be told to go 
ahead and manage the affair, nor do I think it would 
be completed in an average lifetime. 

Father Paul bowed his head to the decision from Rome. 
It was the Will of God for him. He continued to spread 
the Observance of the Octave by correspondence with 
Bishops and through the pages of THe Lamp. Though so 
many Bishops did sign the petition, a few were reluctant 
to sign because of the obligatory asepet. The Archbishop 
of Liverpool, England, wrote in January, 1926: 

I was one of the first, if not the only English Bishop, 
to promote the Church Unity Octave some years ago 
when I was Bishop of Northampton. You may, therefore, 
credit me with sincere devotion to the object you have in 
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view and no less sincere friendliness to your own particu 
lar organization. But I object on principle to imposing 
as an obligation on the whole Catholic world this or any 
other form of private devotion. ... The surest way in my 
opinion, to kill such a movement as yours is to trust to 
the calendar, instead of working it up year by year as 
vou do now.... I trust, therefore, that you will recogniz 
that Bishops may have respectable reasons for refusing 
to sign your petition. As a matter of fact it is much easier 
to sign anything...than to write long explanations, such 
as this, for declining. 

Father Paul sent back a gracious letter from which w: 
give the following excerpt 

It is that very “trusting to the calendar” that I do fear 
and the waning enthusiasm of the succeeding years of « 
purely human propaganda, I, therefore, come, as many 
other founders have come before me, to the feet of the 
occupant of Peter's Throne to crave of Christ's Vicar the 
security and permanence for this Octave (the burden of 
which I believe God has placed upon my shoulders) that 
he alone can give. 

When Father Paul founded the Church Unity Octave 
in the Episcopal Church there did not exist the various 
ecumenical movements for Christian Unity that exist to- 
day among non-Catholics. However, with the develop- 
ment of these, after the Society of the Atonement be- 
came Catholic, there arose the danger of Father Paul's 
Octave becoming identified with, or at least confused 
with these new movements for the Unity of Protestant 
bodies. Then, too, the tithe Church Unity Octave postu- 
lated ambiguity, and also misapprehension, about the very 
Unity of the Catholic Church itself, which has always 
been hers by her divine institution—One Lord—One Faith 

-One Baptism. 

To distinguish the Octave founded by Father Paul 
from other ecumenical movements for Unity, the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites at Rome in 1927 gave it a sub- 
title—Chair of Unity Octave 

Since then the original title has been eliminated en- 
tirely and it is now known exclusively as The Chair of 
Unity Octave. The Catholic Universe (London) remarked 
editorially in 1928 that the new title of the Octave lifted 
it above any possibility of misunderstanding. But, of 
course, from the beginning Father Paul and the Graymoor 
community understood it in its true Catholic sense. From 
here on, in this book, the Octave, therefore, will be re- 
ferred to by the author only as The Chair of Unity Octave 

Though the Octave today is not obligatory it is never- 

theless observed universally. The fruits of this yearly ob- 
servance of the Octave is known to God alone. The in- 
dividual conversions which may be the fruit of it will 
be unknown until that day when we will no longer see 
“through a mirror in an obscure manner.” The results of 
the Octave observance have been illustrated in letters 
of missionary bishops in many parts of the world. One of 
these letters, from Bishop Francis Roche, S.J., Latin Bishop 
of Tuticorin, South India, reads: 
It is significant that nearly every year immediately after 
the... Octave, there is a good harvest of souls. Some 
time back, nearly all Protestants in the village of Se- 
duramalingapuram joined the Catholic Church. There 
were only four families adamant. Wonderful to say that at 
the end of January these four families have become Cath- 
olics, so that the whole village which was once Protestant 
is today entirely Catholic. The village is now called Sesu- 
rajapuram, the village of Jesu Raja. 

The myriad of prayers which ascend to God each year 
for the reunion of Christendom are powerful and bring 
down an abundance of God’s Grace upon the intentions 
of the Octave. But on whom the Grace falls as a result 
of these prayers we cannot say with certainty. 

We do know, however, that there have been corporate 
submissions of religious bodies to the Catholic Church 
since the Octave began, and that there is reliable evidence 
presented by members of these groups which give a cer- 
tain amount of credit for their conversions to the ob- 
servance of the Octave. 

(Continued in August Lamp) 
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